
The Extent of Inequalities and Hate In Croydon 

The equalities strategy report to the Cabinet on 18 February provides a useful up-date 

on the growth of inequalities and hate crimes in Croydon. However, there are a number 

of indicators that have not been provided, possibly because the statistics are not yet 

available because of the COVID pandemic, such as: 

 Number of working residents furloughed or made redundant 

 Number of workers in Croydon living elsewhere who have been furloughed or 

made redundant 

 Number of new jobs created in Croydon during the pandemic  

 Increase in Universal Credit claims 

 Increase in Council Tax and housing rent debt 

 Number of businesses (by sector) which have been wound up/gone bankrupt 

Population 

The borough population was recorded in Census 2001 was 330,587 and in the 2011 

Census it was 363,378. Based on Office of National Statistics mid-year estimates, 2017, 

Croydon is home to 384,837 people and this is expected to increase to just under 

500,000 by 2050.  

Deprivation  

The deprivation challenges include income, health, education and housing. ‘There 

remains geographic inequality in the distribution of deprivation in the borough with the 

North and East of the borough remaining more deprived.’ 

Income  

Croydon is ‘the 97th most deprived local authority out of the 317 lower tier authority 

districts in England or 73rd out of 151 upper tier authorities. Croydon is ranked 18th 

most deprived out of 33 London boroughs.’  

18.6% of the 220 LSOAs (small areas within wards) ‘are in the top 20% most deprived 

LSOAs in the country’ and are mainly in the north and east of the Borough. ‘One 

neighbourhood area in the ward of West Thornton is in the top 5% most deprived areas in 

the country.’  

Employment  

Croydon is ‘the 143rd most deprived LSOA out of the 317 lower tier districts or 87th out 

of 151 upper tier districts. Croydon is 15th most deprived out of 33 London boroughs.’ 

In terms of employment only 2 (1%) of LSOAs, less are in the 5%-10% most deprived areas 

in England. ‘These 2 areas are located within the wards of West Thornton and New 

Addington South.’ 

‘The proportion of out of work claimants has risen by around 5% since March 2020 – 

directly as a result of the impact of the Covid19 pandemic on the economy.’ 

‘There has been a huge increase in unemployment for 18-24 year olds and 50- 64 year 

olds since April 2020  



Education, skills and training 

‘Croydon is in the bottom third of local authorities in the country under this domain; the 

average score for the borough was 15.577 making it the 220th most deprived borough 

out of the 317 lower tier districts or 117th out of 151 upper tier authorities. Croydon is 

12th most deprived out of 33 London boroughs.’  

Educational Attainment 

‘There are just 3 LSOAs in the top 5%-10% most deprived areas in the country and these 

areas are in the East of the borough with known historic issues around lower average 

attainment scores for pupils and a higher proportion of adults with no qualifications. The 

take up of funded hours in Early Years settings in Croydon is still below regional and 

national averages.’ 

‘The proportion of children achieving grades AAB or above at Key Stage 5 is much lower 

than the national and regional averages’ 

‘Since 2015 at local, regional and national levels there has been a lower proportion of 

children from Black backgrounds achieving Attainment 8 scores’ 

‘Like with England as a whole Black Caribbean pupils in Croydon have the greatest level 

of disproportionately when it comes to exclusion from school.’ 

Health deprivation and disability  

Croydon is ‘the 165th most deprived lower tier authority out of the 317 or 95th out of 

151 upper tier authorities. Croydon is 13th most deprived out of 33 London boroughs.’ 

The most deprived areas in Croydon in this domain are in the centre of Croydon, and in 

the East of the borough. These areas scored highly across each of the measures used for 

this domain.’ 

Living Environment  

‘The living environment domain looks at both the indoor and outdoor living 

environments. The indoor living environment is based on the proportion of houses 

without central heating and the proportion of houses that are in poor condition. The 

outdoor living environment looks at air quality and road traffic accidents that cause 

injury to pedestrians and cyclists.’ 

‘The most deprived areas for this domain are predominantly located in the centre of the 

borough.’ 

Income Deprivation Affecting Children  

‘The North and East of the borough are relatively more deprived than the South West of 

the borough. There is a southernmost area in the borough which is within the new Old 

Coulsdon ward, (formerly Coulsdon East), which scores high on income deprivation 

affecting children.’ 

Income Deprivation Affecting Older People  



‘In Croydon 17% of older people were income deprived. This puts Croydon in the top 

third most deprived areas for this domain. These are predominantly in the North of the 

borough, with a few in the East.  

Housing  

‘The most common reasons for homelessness is parental evictions, exclusions by 

relatives and friends and relationship breakdowns.’ 

‘Latest figures for 2019/2020 show that more than half (56%) of homeless people in 

Croydon are in the 25-44 years age band.’ 

‘Over the years, by far the highest proportion of accepted homeless households in 

Croydon have been made up of lone parents with dependent children.’ 

‘There has been a disproportionately high percentage of homeless people from the Black 

community, both currently and historically.’ 

Community Safety  

The ‘total number of hate crimes has been increasing year on year over the past 3 
years.’ 
 
‘The majority of reported hate crimes in Croydon have been racist and then 

homophobic’.  

Race Hate Crimes 

The number continues ‘to increase every year. The first 6 months of the current 

financial year indicates that the upward trend is likely to continue and the year-end 

position is likely to show the highest number of racist hate crimes for 4 years. The 

average monthly number is 723 so far this year compared to only 585 per month over the 

previous 36 months.’ 

Disability Hate Crime 

‘The number … has averaged around 18 per month over the previous 24 months. Since 

April 2020, the average rate has been 26 per month which is significant ‘even though the 

actual numbers are low.’ 

Faith Hate Crime 

The number ‘had been falling in Croydon during the 2018/2019 period. The first half of 

the 2019/2020 year continued this downward trend until the last 5 months when the 

numbers rose again. …. (T)hese crimes have gone back to the 2018/2019 levels but the 

trend line suggests that they may reduce in the coming months to year-end.’  

Anti-Semitic Hate Crimes and BREXIT 

‘(E)ven though supposedly concluded,’ BREXIT ‘still continues to contribute to the 

presence of extremist groups and this, in turn, has contributed to a rise in the number of 

anti-semitic incidents reported to the Police.  

Homophobic Hate Crimes 



‘In Croydon, there continues to be a year on year increase in sexual orientation 

(homophobic) hate crime’ reported to the police. ‘The figures have risen from a base of 

around 20-30 crimes in 2012/2013 to an average monthly figure of 67 per month over the 

3 years 2017/2018 to 2019/2020. For the first 6 months of 2020/2021, the monthly 

average is 104.’ 

Transgender Hate Crimes 

There has been ‘an increase in the number ‘particularly over the last financial year 

ending 31. March 2020….. (F)or the first half-year of the current 2020/2021 financial 

year there is a downward trend for the first time in 3 years.’ 

Discussion 

My discussion on The Geography of Inequalities can be seen here: 

www.croydon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/articles/downloads/REP-01610-

002%20Community%20Safety%20Strategy%202017-2020.pdf 
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