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To 7 March. Libraries Consultation 

The statutory consultation on the future of the Library Service started on 14 January. 

The Council proposes to close Bradmore Green, Shirley, Sanderstead, South Norwood and 

Broad Green „unless viable alternative plans are found that cost no public money. These 

five libraries have expensive long-term maintenance costs and dropping visitor numbers‟ 

https://news.croydon.gov.uk/survey-opens-on-croydons-future-libraries-service 

The on-line survey can be completed here 

https://getinvolved.croydon.gov.uk/project/678 

Paper copies can be requested: librariesconsultation@croydon.gov.uk  or call 020 7884 
5159. 

  
Monday 18 January. 6.30pm. Croydon Cabinet (on-line) 

Update on the Croydon Renewal Plan and Submission to MHCLG; Action Plan to address the 

Report in the Public Interest; Education Estates Strategy; General Fund Capital Programme 

2020-24; Proposed closure of Virgo Fidelis Convent Senior School; Dedicated Schools Grant 

Schools Funding 2021/22 Formula Factors; Making Croydon's Private Rented Homes Safer 

and Protecting Residents; London Councils Grant Scheme 2021/22 (see below); Scrutiny 

Stage 1: Recommendations from Scrutiny & Overview Committee's consideration of the 

Strategic Review of the Council's Companies - Action Plan; Investing in our Borough. 

https://democracy.croydon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=183&MId=2171 

Tuesday 19 January. 6.30pm. Scrutiny Children & Young People’s Committee 

Staff Changes, Service Impact and response to Budget Reductions in Early Help and 

Children's Social Care;  Early Help, Children's Social Care and Education Dashboards; 

Higher Education Journey of Young Croydon Residents; Education Budget;  Education 

Standards; Blended Learning Assessment. 

https://democracy.croydon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=167&MId=2148 

Wednesday 20 January. 2pm. Health & Well-Being Board  

Covid-19 workshop follow up including update on current Covid-19 situation (Verbal 

update); Response to ICS consultation (Verbal update); Section 114 Notice and impact on 

the Health & Welbeing Board (Verbal update); Healthwatch Annual Report. 

https://democracy.croydon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=172&MId=2268 

Thursday 21 January. 6pm. Planning Committee  

Land R/O The Shirley Inn Public House, 158 Wickham Rd; Sycamores, Kenley Lane, 27-29 

Biddulph Road; Crown Point, Beulah Hill; Homestead, Gibsons Hill; 11 Hartley Old Road,  

https://democracy.croydon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=2284 
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Thursday 21 January. 6.45pm. Croydon Libraries Under Threat  

Croydon Communities Consortium on-line meeting. To join go to 

https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2021/01/16/public-meeting-croydon-libraries-under-

threat-thurs-21-january-2021/  
 

Friday 22 January. 12 noon. Deadline to submit public questions for 25 January 

Council Meeting  

Democratic Services explains: „There is no maximum number of questions a person can 
submit, however we can only guarantee one will be answered on the evening. This is to 
allow the maximum number of residents to ask questions within the 30 minute time slot. If 
you have any questions unanswered during the meeting, you will receive a written 
response within three weeks of the meeting. Please note that if a group of questions are 
of a very similar subject, the Mayor may put those questions together to be answered by 
Cabinet Members.‟ Send your questions to: 
 
democratic.services@croydon.gov.uk. 

Croydon COVID Crisis Grows 

„The latest data confirms that the virus is now widespread throughout Croydon, with our 

incidence rate now 1080 per 100,000 compared with 305 just four weeks ago. This is a 

very stark reminder of why we must all stay at home and do everything we can to protect 

ourselves and our loved ones. The vaccine programme is under way, but we still have a 

very long way to go before we can let our guard down.‟ – Hamida Ali, Council Leader, 15 

January message 

https://news.croydon.gov.uk/covid-19-update-a-message-from-councillor-hamida-ali-

leader-of-the-council-11 

Croydon‟s Director of Public Health urges people to following the lockdown rules. 

www.mylondon.news/news/south-london-news/croydon-public-health-director-pleads-

19620753 

COVID Affects Refuse Workers 

www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/news/19007807.covid-cases-disrupting-waste-collection-

croydon 

Hotel Houses Recovering COVID Patients 

Best Western Plus London Croydon Aparthotel in Thornton Heath is accommodating patients 
from King‟s College Hospital in Denmark Hill. 
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https://londonnewsonline.co.uk/croydon-hotel-takes-in-coronavirus-patients-to-ease-

pressure-on-nhs 

Council Deputy Leader Stuart King tells me in response to asking whether the Council had 

been consulted: 

„As I understand it, the council wasn‟t specifically consulted but is engaged through the 
regional and sub-regional NHS/LA professional networks. 
  
As the article makes clear, these are patients from a hospital based in another part of 
London. CUH have confirmed that they are not using and have no plans to use hotels as 
part of their “step down” of covid patients. 
  
I am not sure that there would be marked increase in parking requirements not least given 
the report suggest that the patients have been homeless. There are no plans to change 
parking arrangements in the area as a result. 
  
I note that Kings have stressed that the patients  are no longer acutely unwell,  do not 
need to be in hospital and can be cared for safely in the hotel. I think that suggests that – 
so long as people are following the current guidelines about only going out for essential 
and approved reasons –there shouldn‟t be an increase in risk to those living nearby.‟ 
 
I commented back: 
 
„If the patients are homeless what will happen to them when they are discharged? 
 
Will they be offered accommodation by the people who arranged for them to be in the 
hotel, or will they land up on Croydon's streets adding to the Council and voluntary sectors' 
workload, and the risk of them becoming re-infected.‟ 
 
Cllr King has responded: „The Adult Services director advised me that they are working 
with colleagues at other London boroughs through the regional and sub-regional NHS/LA 
professional networks in place and that it is through these that any concerns of the type 
you have identified would be raised.‟ 
 
Charities Continue Their Work. e.g. 
 
www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/local-charity-supports-croydon-community-during-the-third-
national-lockdown 
 
but the Arc Centre (animal education and therapy)  needs funding help. 
 
www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/15012021-croydon-animal-education-therapy-centre-
appeals-to-community 
 
Oliver Lewis Reaffirms Commitment to Borough of Culture 2023 

„… I wanted to take the opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to Borough of Culture 

2023. As you know, Croydon Council faces extremely difficult financial challenges and as a 

result is undergoing significant change. However, we remain committed to delivering the 

programme and believe the ambition it has is essential for the borough's recovery and 

renewal. It is vital we remain in continued discussion and partnership with you to realise 
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this vision. We know there is work needed to recalibrate the programme in order to ensure 

it is responsive to the long-term impacts of COVID-19 and to shape a positive future for 

Croydon for everyone. Culture is an essential part of our recovery and Borough of Culture 

is at the forefront of this. 

There will be plenty of opportunities to participate in shaping that future direction, but 

please do bear with us during this period of significant change. Opportunities to engage 

will grow as thinking develops and the Culture Network will have the first opportunity to 

engage when the time arises. We will use this channel to start conversations and I hope 

you will participate to help inform how the programme can best respond to the needs of 

our own cultural and creative sector and our residents. You are instrumental to the 

renewed vision for Croydon and to start this conversation, please see the news item 

below.‟ 

Please send these to culture@croydon.gov.uk‟ 

- Croydon Culture Network newsletter 

New History Art Works At Purley Station 

Purley station has unveiled new artwork  commemorating Amy Johnson, Samuel Coleridge-
Taylor and William Jessop (Surrey Iron Railway engineer), created by local artists Kevin 
Zuchowski-Morrison, Dan Cimmerman and  Morgan Davy. 

www.mylondon.news/news/south-london-news/3-giant-bits-artwork-suddenly-19627505 

London Borough Grants Scheme 

The Cabinet meeting on 18 January will approve the Council‟s contribution of £287,731 to 

the London Councils Grants Scheme for 2021/22. This amounts to a reduction of £722 

compared with the Council‟s net contribution to the Scheme in 2020/21. This 

congtribution is a statutory obligation. 

The Scheme‟s priorities for the year are: 

 Combatting homelessness  

 Tackling sexual and domestic violence 

linked to Croydon‟s focus on tackling ingrained inequality and poverty in the Borough. 

The Scheme budget for the year 2021/22 is £6.668m. 

With the arrival of 2021 and our thoughts on the horizon for 2023 we'd welcome 3 words 

which describe your hopes / ambitions / vision for Borough of Culture. 
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In relation to homelessness work to-date the proportion of actual service users who were 

from Croydon was 3.83% (the ninth highest share among London boroughs),in respect of 

tackling sexual and domestic 4.06% (the third highest share among London boroughs). 

„Lockdown disrupted the delivery of prevention projects in schools, alternative provision 

and youth settings, though some work moved online. Taking referrals and finding safe 

accommodation took longer due to the perpetrator being present. The pandemic has 

decreased the availability of refuge services due to reduced throughput. Following London 

Councils‟ declaration of its commitment to use money flexibly to meet emerging needs 

due to Covid-19, some organisations furloughed or redeployed staff within their respective 

organisations to meet the increased demand for frontline services for tackling violence 

against women and girls. Helplines, emails and web chats were heavily used by survivors 

finding it difficult to access support.‟ 

Payments to CEOs etc 

Many people were outraged by the £440,000 deal on the departure of Jo Negrini as Chief 

Executive Officer. Private Eye (8 January) reports on other pay-offs: 

A Highland Council Director: £475,000 

Boston Borough Council CEO: £443,998 

North Norfolk District Council CEO: n£389,000  

 

 

 

 


