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Introduction 

 

The Black Lives Matters demonstrations around the world following the murder of George Floyd 

in the United States, which included the pulling down of the Edward Colston statue in Bristol, 

have revived interest in the North East about its past involvements in the slavery business and 

abolition and in concerns about continuing racism. The right-wing ‘defence’ of the Earl Grey and 

Pease statues revealed the ignorance of the abolitionist history of these two individuals.  

The announcement of the investigation by Newcastle Council as to whether two streets should 

be re-named was marred by the statement that ‘Council bosses have said the city has 'few links 

to the slave trade' historically. While this is correct in terms of direct engagement in slave 

trading operations, the involvement of North Easterners in the wider slavery business meant they 

were underpinning the slave trade until the abolition of Britain’s involvement in 1807.  

In the Black Lives Matters debates in Newcastle students have demanded the re-naming of the 

Newcastle University Armstrong building because of his involvement in arming the Confederate 

South as well as the North during the American Civil War. (1) 

The North East press has given a lot of coverage to the Black Lives movement (see examples in 

Appendix 1). While that coverage is likely to remain on the Internet for some time it is 

important that such material is archived and used to compile an account of the Black Lives 

movement in the North East, including videos of the activities and oral reminiscences of 

participants. 

Having been involved in researching British Black History for many years I first began to put 

together material on its North East aspects for Shiney Row Advice & Resource Centre in 

Houghton-Le-Spring in 2022 because of concern about racist reactions to the settlement of 

refugees in Sunderland. It was considered important that there should be material available to 

counter racist views. While the North East has a proud record of support for the abolition of the 

slave trade and slavery, and anti-racism, there inevitably have been many examples of racism, 

such as the attacks on the Yemeni community in South Shields in 1919, at the same time as 

attacks on black communities elsewhere in Britain, including Liverpool.  

The experience of the racist attacks on his home in Gateshead, when he was growing up as a 

child and teenager in the 1980s, has been featured by David Olusoga’s in his TV programmes (2). 

Racism continues to be the experience of young people as explained by Eleanor Woolstencroft in 

Newcastle and Mia Bennett in Sunderland in The Guardian’s Young British and Black compilation 

on 30 July.   

This is the background to why this and four linked pamphlets have been written. This one 

reviews the work to research the involvements in the North East of England in the slavery 

business and the campaigns to abolish the slave trade and then slavery. A large number of people 

have been involved in this. I was the project worker for the Tyne & Wear Remembering Slavery 

Project in 2007 led by Newcastle-upon-Tyne Literary & Philosophical Society. I have continued to 

research, give talks, publish and make detailed material available since. (See Appendix 2) 

  

The first fruits of the research were published in John Charlton’s book Hidden Chains: The 

Slavery Business and North East England (Tyne Bridge Publishing. 2008). This is now out of print. 

Given the work that has continued since 2007 the book would need to be substantially re-written 

to incorporate the new material and understandings. These linked pamphlets about the North 

East’s connections with the slavery business and abolition campaigning and about the history of 

people of African heritage, provide an introduction to the accumulating material. The other 

parts are: 
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2. The ‘Black Indies’: The North East Connections with the Slavery Business 

3. The Day of Jubilee is Come – Campaigning against the Slave Trade and Slavery in the 

North East 

4. ‘In no place in the United Kingdom has the American slave warmer friends than in 

Newcastle’ – Black Abolitionists in the North East 

5. The Involvement of People of African Heritage in the North East 

 

These pamphlets are aimed at members of the public and therefore do not have footnotes as 

would be normal for academic papers. I hope that this collection will encourage further research 

to contribute to our knowledge and understanding, especially because of the importance in work 

to combat racism. 

 

Sean Creighton © 

August 2020 

sean.creighton1947@btinternet.com 

 

History & Social Action Publications, 6 Oakhill Rd, London, SW16 5RG 

 

(1) See The Newcastle Chronicle: 

 

www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/newcastles-historic-links-slave-trade-18450903  

 

www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/newcastle-students-vote-asking-rename-

18454958 

 

(2) www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/david-olusoga-wont-shocking-racist-

16100644 

 

mailto:sean.creighton1947@btinternet.com
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/newcastles-historic-links-slave-trade-18450903
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/newcastle-students-vote-asking-rename-18454958
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/newcastle-students-vote-asking-rename-18454958
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/david-olusoga-wont-shocking-racist-16100644
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/david-olusoga-wont-shocking-racist-16100644
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The Tyne and Wear Project 2007 

 

In the preparations for the national commemoration of the enactment of the 1807 Act abolishing 

the official involvement of Britain in the slave trade, funding was approved for Tyne & Wear 

Museums (TWM) to run a regional project, the details of which are set out in Appendix 3. The 

Heritage Lottery Fund commissioned an evaluation report – see Appendix 4. 

 

Within this umbrella initiative was the Tyne and Wear Remembering Slavery Project 2007 to 

explore the archive and library collections of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Literary & Philosophical 

Society (Lit & Phil), Tyne & Wear Archives (TWA), Northumberland Archives, and Newcastle 

University’s Robinson Library Special Collections (RLSC). It had been hoped to also look at the 

material held in the Local Studies section of Newcastle Central Library, but this was closed due 

to works to the Civic Centre and the building of the new Central Library. 

 

The funding for the Project was allocated to the Lit & Phil. It was supervised by a Steering 

Group, which comprised Kay Easson (the Society’s Librarian), Liz Rees (TWA Chief Archivist), 

Melanie Wood (RLSC), Sue Wood (Head of Collections, Northumberland Collections Service), 

Hazel Edwards (Senior Keeper of History, TWM), and Diana Paton, Newcastle University School of 

Historical Studies. At various stages additional individuals were involved: John Charlton, one of 

the Project’s volunteer researchers, Shruti Jain, Sheree Mack who was working on a parallel 

project, Sauda Motara, and Tamsin Lilley.  

Given the nature of volunteering not all of those recruited to the Project found the process easy 

or had to drop out because of other commitments and changing circumstances. The main project 

volunteers were John Charlton, Valerie Glass, Patricia Hix, Gill Johnson, Tamsin Lilley, Peter 

Livesey, Rosanna McPeake, Sauda Motara, David and Mary Phillipson, Ann Nicol and Margaret 

Woodley. The staff of the four archives and libraries were very supportive. 

Information was also provided to the Project by Diane Green and Sylvia Greener: baptism 

information; Tracey Hylton, Liverpool BEM Network: Hylton family; Lloyd Langley, House and 

Collections Manager, Wallington Hall: Greys and Zachary Macauley; Mrs Neel Lever: black people 

in 18th Century Hexham; Robert Longridge: Mic/Michael Longridge; John Malden, Director, 

Paxton House: Ninian Home; Margaret S. McCollum and Irene Ferguson, Assistants to University 

Archivist, Special Collections, University of Edinburgh: Durham Cathedral connections with the 

West Indies; and Elizabeth O’Donnell: Quaker women; and Neil Sinclair on James Stanfield. 

At first many local historians, especially of the North East’s maritime history, were doubtful that 

the Project would find much material showing links with the slave business because Tyneside was 

on the East Coast. Far more material of the North East’s involvements with slavery and abolition 

was found than expected, and more than it was possible to look at.  

 

Some Questions 

 

Many questions were examined during the Project. 

 

 Given the Tyne is on the east coast, and slave trading was concentrated in Bristol, 

London, Liverpool and Whitehaven, are there any involvements in slave trading? 

 

 Are there any involvements in slave plantation ownership? 

 

 Is there evidence of involvement in general trading with the slave economies? 

 

 How important to the slave economy were Tyneside’s industries? 
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 What does the presence of black people tell us? 

 

 How did the abolition movement campaign? 

 

 How did abolitionists and anti-abolitionists get on with each other? 

 

 How important was religion? 

 

 How did Tyneside abolitionist activity relate to the national campaign? 

 

The Project found evidence which helped to answer these. 

 

The Research Approach 

 

The approach used was based on a broad and lateral examination of the four organisations print 

and internet catalogues looking for the obvious items, and material that might contain items of 

relevance. Lists of items to be looked were created. The volunteers and the Project worker then 

went through the items. While the latter suggested priorities the volunteers were free to 

concentrate on topics they were interested in. The details of each item looked at were recorded 

on a standard template. As new information was found the catalogues were relooked at and the 

lists amended. Given the project was time limited not all the identified material could be looked 

at, so there remained plenty of scope for future researchers.  

The Limitations Of Local Archive Collections 

Despite the joint richness of their collections the four participating organisations only have a 

fraction of the material that tells the North East story. There is a large amount of material in 

The National Archives and at the British Library, and in archives all over the country, such as 

those of the Newcastle industrialist and Jamaican plantation owner John Grahame-Clark in 

archives in Gloucester and Ipswich. There are many other archives in the region that also contain 

important material, which were not part of the Project, such as Durham County Record Office 

and Durham University Library Special Collections. 

 

At the end of the Project it was clear that further research was needed in other archives in the 

North East and elsewhere in the country. This would be made a lot easier if all archives had full 

catalogues on the web. More co-operation and sharing of information between different archives 

is also needed.  

 

During the Project the growing digital resources on the internet enabled the interrogation of 

other collections like those of the Anti-Slavery International and the US Samuel J. May Collection 

which provided additional information for building the story. In particular these enabled details 

to be found of North East abolitionists who subscribed and made donations to the national 

abolition organisations as recorded in their annual reports.  

 

The Strengths of Local Archives 

 

The degree of overlap in materials between the four participating organisations is not that large, 

so they complemented each other. The collection of tracts at the Lit & Phil included dozens of 

items that are not in the two digitised collections mentioned above. Because the Lit & Phil has a 

library of books published down to the present day there is an enormous resource of secondary 

material of histories, biographies and autobiographies that can be consulted. It has an extensive 

collection of newspapers and journals back into the 18thC which the Project volunteers were 
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hardly able to mine. Across all these resources future researchers can undertake substantial 

research into slavery and abolition at local, regional, national and international level.  

 

Newspapers 

 

It was not possible to look in a systematic way at the local newspapers held in the Lit & Phil. 

Those which were looked showed that they were an important research resource in providing 

detail about the region's abolition activities. Newspapers need to be looked at methodically year 

by year. They do have limitations in that they may not have reported all the activities and their 

coverage may have been influenced by their owners and editors own views on slavery and 

abolition. In Newcastle the main papers were pro-abolition. 

Networks 

Because of the growing understanding in contemporary and community and political activity 

about the importance of personal connections and networking, examining these in the 18th and 

early 19th Centuries was one of the approaches used during the Project.  

The Project also looked at organisations, especially the religious ones, which might have 

discussed abolition and promoted missionary work. The research carried out into the Quakers 

yielded a rich harvest, and there is a lot more to be done on their records. Similarly with the 

other religious groups, the Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and Unitarians. What the findings 

about these religious groups show is how their organisational structures enabled them to liaise 

across Tyneside and North East communities, and up and down with London. Looking at the 

missionary organisations shows ways in which the different denominations worked together on 

other issues. Abolitionists played leading roles in the Lit & Phil. A lot more research and analysis 

is still needed on such networks, including those among business people.  

 

Friendships 

 

Another way into the networking was to look at who went to which schools and Universities, 

including the Scottish ones to which Dissenters sent their sons because they were banned from 

entering English Universities. At the Newcastle Royal Grammar School Rev Hugh Moises had as 

pupils the future Lords Eldon, Stowell and Collingwood. Who did they stay in touch with 

afterwards? Matthew White Ridley and Charles Pinckney (American Revolutionary) were at 

University together. They corresponded after American independence. 

The 150 pupil entries in the registers covering 1785- 1799 of Rev. William Turner’s School provide 

short notes including what they did after leaving the school. Some were to become merchants 

involved in shipping and trade, others in coal, brewing, banking. Some went to Africa, the 

Caribbean, India and the United States.  

 

One of the most interesting of Turner’s pupils is John Fletcher Campbell, the natural son of 

General Fletcher Campbell of Balgowan, who had been expelled from Edinburgh High School for 

swindling practices, and who use forged a letter to get into Turner’s School. John Graham-Clarke 

took him on a trial voyage to Jamaica after his father fitted him out as a sailor. He deserted & 

went to Philadelphia.  

 

Research to find out more about each of the individuals still needs to be carried out, to see if 

their names appear in other records as adults working together in organisations and networks, 

including anti-slavery, business, cultural, marital, missionary, religious and trading.  
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Post Emancipation 

 

The approach taken during the Project extended beyond the final date of actual full 

emancipation in the Caribbean in 1838. It also identified material on the abolition campaign in 

support of the enslaved in the United States, the support for the black abolitionists who 

campaigned in Britain, the support for the North during the American Civil War, the development 

of support for black rights and anti-colonialism, and about people of African heritage in the 

region.  

 

The Importance of Wide Reading 

 

It was not sufficient in the Project just to look at the collections. A lot of time had to be spent in 

reading relevant secondary history books and articles, biographies and autobiographies as well as 

web researching. This allowed the collections to be checked to identify more material to be 

looked at, and to make sense of much of the information found in the collections. As new 

articles and book are published it is sometimes necessary to re-visit the archive material to 

analyse it from newer perspectives.  

 

The Value of Non-Academic Researchers 

Despite being research focused it was not led by an academic nor based in a University. It was 

driven by committed volunteers, several of whom had been teachers and one a former academic. 

As a result it avoided the trap that academic specialisation can imprint on projects. Specialisation 

can lead to fragmentation, to forgetting that each specialism only gives a partial picture, to 

delusions that the specialism is more important than others, to getting lost among the trees, and 

failing to see the shape of the wood and the changes it is undergoing.  

The Project proved that academics do not have a monopoly on historic knowledge. There are 

numerous non-academic historians working as individuals, through local, family and specialist 

groups, and as volunteers for projects being run by Museums and Archives. Their research and 

writing adds richness to what we know. The real problem is their work can take a long time to filter 

into and influence academic writing. The challenge to academics is how to include the findings of 

work in the North East and elsewhere into their national stories about slavery and abolition.  

Some Project Findings and the Need for More Research 

 

At the end of the Project I identified the following areas for further research: 

 enslavement of Africans and others in India and abolitionist activity to end it, in which North 

Easterners played a role; 

 the extent to which enslaved Africans were Muslims and what this meant in relation to the 

growth of Christianity among slaves; 

 the development of the concept of 'wage slavery' in the radical working class movement from 

the early 1830s in comparison to the enslavement of Africans; 

 the transitional process for some abolitionists to the take up of the cause of democracy in 

Britain after 1833;  

 the identification of where compensated slave owners had estates and property around 

Britain and how they used that compensation; 

 the financing and insurance paid for by the multiple investors in slaving and trading to spread 

the risks to the ships involved in the Atlantic trade between Britain, Africa, the Caribbean 

and the American colonies - loss of ships, slave revolts, death from disease of the crews, 

capture by pirates or other European countries privateers and warships; 
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 the possibility that Tyneside goods, including coal, that were shipped to London and 

Continental ports, may have then been broken into smaller lots, and loaded on to other ships 

including slave trading ones;  

 the trade links between Tyneside, Holland, France, Portugal and Spain and with their slave 

possessions in the Caribbean, North America and South America need to be examined in 

greater depth; 

 the exploitation of the farmers and agricultural labourers on the rural estates and their 

mineral rights, in order to understand the complexity of landowners’ wealth and 

expenditure;  

 the building and re-modelling of the North East estate houses and estates;  

 the voting records of all the MPs in the North East whether supporters of the slave business 

or abolitionists; 

 the systematic examination of all the parish records to identify people of African heritage. 

Some of this research agenda has been explored since, especially during the North East Popular 

Politics Project (2010-13 – see below).  

 

The Project Outputs 

 

There were many outputs from the Project. 

 

 Northumberland Collections and Tyne & Wear Archives digitised a lot of images they 

held.  

 John Charlton wrote a pamphlet about the Project: Remembering Slavery 2007.  

 

 The research lists, the templates, the introductory essay and the pamphlets and an index 

were copied on to discs and deposited at each of the four organisations as tools for 

researchers to use. Some printed of all the templates for filing as a print collection. 

 

 Tamsin Little produced the document South Shields and the Slave Trade.  

 

 John Charlton wrote a pamphlet Remembering Slavery. Slave trade, slavery and 

abolition: the north east of England connections setting out the main findings, which had 

two print runs of 5,000 each, available free and which were all given away.  

 

 The Project worker spoke on Slavery and Abolition in the North East at the Lit & Phil on 

24 October 2007. 

 

 John Charlton wrote the book Hidden Chains launched on 13 October 2008 at the Shipley 

Art Gallery. At least 125 people attended. The evening also featured a poetry reading by 

Sheree Mack, plus music and dance by Nansady Keita and Idrissa Camara supported by the 

Newcastle based group, Mutandi. Attendees were able to view Fabric of a Nation, a 

British Museum exhibition featuring decorative prints worn in modern Ghana 

 The North East Labour History Society published six articles in its 2008 North East History 

Journal by John Charlton, Sean Creighton, Val Glass, Patricia Hix and Peter Livesey. (See 

Appendix 5) 
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Post Project Work 

 

Work on aspects of slavery and abolition in the North East has continued since the end of the 

2007 Project. This has included further research, writing, publication and talks, including 

through the North East Slavery & Abolition Group and the North East Popular Politics Project. 

(See next sections). The scope has included the support for American Black abolitionists and for 

emancipation of the enslaved in the United States, and further work on people of African 

heritage. There have also been initiatives and projects totally separate from the network linked 

into the 2007 and North East Popular Politics projects.  

 

 From 2008 John Charlton gave at least 40 talks mainly to local history groups across the 

North East to at least 1,500 people.. These fell into three categories (1) Local History 

Societies: Ashington, Cramlington, Craster, Felton, Heddon on the Wall, Lanchester, 

Spittal Fields, Stocksfield, Tynemouth, Walker, Warkworth and Whitley Bay, (2) Other 

History Groups: Association of Northumberland North East LHSs, Darlington History Club, 

Durham Local History Federation, Sunderland University History Society, and (3) Other 

Groups (Benton Book, Blyth Women’s Group, Jesmond Men's Club, Newcastle Freemen, 

and Pontleland U3A. Often a member of the audience had new information to offer. 

 Ruth Blower, a student at Newcastle University supervised by Diane Paton, produced a 

thesis on the abolition drawing on the local newspapers. This was awarded the Sid 

Chaplin prize by the North East Labour History Society in 2008, which published an essay 

by her published in its 2009 Journal. 

 

 Margaret Woodley, one of the volunteers, wrote an analysis of abolition in relation to the 

concept ‘moral capital’. 

 

 Peter Livesey researched William Fifefield, a West Indian who settled on Tyneside.  

  

 Patricia Hix continued to work on the Minute Book of the Newcastle Ladies Negro 

Emancipation Society to identify all the people named and to find out more about them. 

This awaits publication. 

 

 Val Glass researched and published an article on the Belford petition of 1792. 

 

North East Slavery & Abolition Group 

 

The continued interest among the volunteers and others led to the formation of the North East 

Slavery & Abolition Group. Eleven newsletters were issued, the last being in March 2014. The 

Group has been dormant since then.  

 

The Group ran two events in October 2009’s Black History Month: 

 

 Wednesday 14 October. 'In no place in the United Kingdom has the American slave 

warmer friends than in Newcastle', a half-day workshop in the Discovery Museum 

exploring black visitors and residents on Tyneside in the period of slavery and 

emancipation involving: John Charlton: Introduction to the North East's role in the slavery 

business and abolition; Peter Livesey: William Fifefield, Newcastle's West Indian 

Volunteer and boatman 1794-1834: Sean Creighton: The Quaker Richardsons and Black 

American Abolitionists; The Next Steps for work of slavery and abolition and the black 

presence including Peter Livesey and Sophie Robinson (Lit & Phil) on Slavery & Abolition - 

A Walk Around Newcastle. 
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 Thursday 15 October. Exploring Slavery and Abolition in Northumberland & Newcastle, a 

day workshop at Northumberland Collections at Woodhorn Museum, involving John 

Charlton: Introduction to the Slavery Business and Abolition in Northumberland; 

workshop about relevant archive materials at NCS with a display of some of them and 

discussion on how to interpret them; Workshop on researching the Black presence in 

parish registers; Valerie Glass: A Northumbrian family in Jamaica. The Hendersons and 

Orchard estate; Outline of work of NESAG and its next steps. 

 

The Group organised a joint one day workshop Legacies of British Slave-ownership with 

Catherine Hall and Nick Draper of the Centre for the Study of British Slave-ownership based at 

University College London at the Laing Art Gallery on Saturday 25 September 2010.  

 

The Centre was working on the records of the compensation claims and awards as part of the 

1833 emancipation act £20m payment to the slave owners. It was finding information about 

claims and awards about those with North East connections. The meeting explored what they 

had found up to that date. The Centre continues to research and add more information, much of 

it with the help of local and family historians.  

 

North East Popular Politics Project (2010-13) 

 

One the key outcomes of the 2007 Project was the realisation of the close relationship between 

abolition and radical politics. This led the North East Labour History Society to obtain Heritage 

Lottery funding for the North East Popular Politics Project. I was appointed as the Archival 

Mapping & Research Officer. A considerably larger number of volunteers were recruited. This 

required a different approach to the management and co-ordination of the Project compared 

with that used in 2007. Experienced volunteers helped to advise and support volunteers at the 

different venues. These included Durham County Record Office, Newcastle Local Studies housed 

in the new Central Library building, and the Libraries in North and South Shields, Gateshead and 

Sunderland. While it was not possible to recruit volunteers on Teesside, a preliminary 

examination of material held in Middlesbrough and Darlington was undertaken. It did not prove 

possible to do any in depth work at the Durham University Library Special Collections. The 

volunteers were asked to identify any further information on slavery and abolition and on black 

people, and a lot more information was identified. Further details about the Project can be seen 

at http://nelh.net/resources-library/popular-politics 

 

Activities Since 2014 

 

The database that was created for the North East Popular Politics Project was not ready in time 

for volunteers to load their findings on it as Topics. These were subsequently loaded up by me as 

database editor, along with templates from the 2007 Project, and new information found from 

2014. At the time of writing this pamphlet there is a glitch which means that the database 

cannot be researched. All enquiries about the content can be made to me as I have all the 

Topics on my computer.  

 

There have been many important initiatives that have taken place including Freedom City 

initiative in Newcastle, the 50th Anniversary of the award of the honorary degree to Martin 

Luther King in 1967, and the North Shields slavery exhibition. I have also worked with Durham 

University staff and students. (See Appendices 1 & 2) 

 

 

 

http://nelh.net/resources-library/popular-politics/
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The Next Steps In Research 

 

There is still a considerable amount more research to be carried out. For readers who are 

considering becoming involved there is a select bibliography of background reading in Appendix 

5, and some comments on internet searching in Appendix 6. I am very willing to provide more 

information and to give advice. 
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Appendix 1 

Activities and Relevant Publications 

(not connected with the 2007 and Popular Politics Projects) 

2009. Elizabeth O’Donnell. ‘There’s death in the pot!’* The British Free Produce Movement and the 
Religious Society of Friends, with particular reference to the North-East of England. Quaker Studies. 

13/2.  

https://online.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/doi/pdf/10.3828/quaker.13.2.184 

2009. Sheree Mack. Black Voices and Absences in Commemorations of Abolition in North East England, and 
Diana Paton. Interpreting the Bicentenary in Britain. In Abolition. 'Remembering Slave Trade Abolition: 
Reflections on 2007 in International Perspective'. Slavery & Abolition. A Journal of Slave and Post-Slave 
Studies. Guest editors Diana Paton and Jane Webster, Newcastle University. Vol 30. No. 2. June 2000. pp. 
247-258. 
 
2010ff. As part of a national JISC project about 19thC pamphlets the collection of the Tyneside radical 
Joseph Cowen held at Robinson Library was sent away to be digitised. They include tracts on slavery, 
abolition and the American Civil War. 

https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=title%3A%20Cowen%20tracts.&rn=1 

2016. The Other Grainger Market: James Grainger’s The Sugar Cane(1764) and the Caribbean Slave Trade. 

Talk by Brycchan Carey. North East Forum. Newcastle. March. 

2017. Slavery in Small Things: Slavery and Modern Culture Habits. Talk by James Walvin. North East 

Labour History Society. June. 

2017. Newcastle University celebrated the 50th Anniversary of its award of an honorary degree to Martin 
Luther King. It set up a digital exhibition at https://speccollstories.ncl.ac.uk/Martin-Luther-King-at-

Newcastle-University.  

2017. Freedom City. The Martin Luther commemoration took place with a wider series of events 
celebrating various aspects of the fight for freedom and social justice in Newcastle. Unfortunately the 
website created for it is no longer live. Some details can be seen at 

www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-intros/freedom-city-2017  

2019. Tony Flynn, a Newcastle city walks guide, led a walk about slavery. June. 

www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/discover-newcastles-links-slave-trade-16473925 

2019. Breaking Chains: North Shields and Slavery. Exhibition. Old Low Lights. www.oldlowlight. 23 October 

– 29 February 2020. 

2019. To mark the opening of The Frederick Douglass Centre at the University eight leading experts on 
Frederick Douglass discussed the historic links between slavery, Newcastle upon Tyne and the United 

Kingdom, and considered the lessons for contemporary society. (13 November) 

https://ncl.ac.uk/who-we-are/frederick-douglass/events/mlk-memorial-lecture 

www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/really-honouring-legacy-frederick-douglass-17260892 

2019. Tayo Aluko, a Nigerian singer based in Liverpool, who tours his show Call Mr Robeson begins to 
develop a new show about George Coleridge-Taylor (1932 – 2016) the great nephew of the Black British 
composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor. George was a student at Durham University and became a career 

diplomat for Sierra Leone.  

www.tayoalukoandfriends.com/ctf 

2020. The Black Lives Matters campaigning in the North East in June and July has included:  

 Demonstrations e.g. 

Darlington: www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18531337.black-lives-matter-campaigners-protest-
darlington  

Durham: www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18501141.500-people-gather-black-lives-matter-protest-

durham 

https://online.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/doi/pdf/10.3828/quaker.13.2.184
https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=title%3A%20Cowen%20tracts.&rn=1
https://speccollstories.ncl.ac.uk/Martin-Luther-King-at-Newcastle-University/
https://speccollstories.ncl.ac.uk/Martin-Luther-King-at-Newcastle-University/
http://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-intros/freedom-city-2017
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/discover-newcastles-links-slave-trade-16473925
http://www.oldlowlight/
https://ncl.ac.uk/who-we-are/frederick-douglass/events/mlk-memorial-lecture/
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/really-honouring-legacy-frederick-douglass-17260892
http://www.tayoalukoandfriends.com/ctf/
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18531337.black-lives-matter-campaigners-protest-darlington
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18531337.black-lives-matter-campaigners-protest-darlington
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18501141.500-people-gather-black-lives-matter-protest-durham/
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18501141.500-people-gather-black-lives-matter-protest-durham/
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Hexham: www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/black-lives-matter-movement-arrives-18584683 

Middlesbrough: www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/gallery/37-photographs-black-lives-matter-

18455890 

Newcastle: www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/hundreds-black-lives-matter-activists-

18458365 

 Other Aspects 

Discussion about statutes and street names in Newcastle – see Introduction 

Wearside’s slavery links:  

www.sunderlandecho.com/heritage-and-retro/heritage/wearsides-role-rise-and-fall-slave-trade-2878459 

Durham University Black Lives Matters webpage 

www.dur.ac.uk/equality.diversity/blacklivesmatter  

Durham Council Black Lives anti-racism resolution passed on 6 July. 

www.fosters.com/news/20200711/durham-councilor-draws-on-mlk-inspiration-for-black-lives-matter-

resolution 

 

 

http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/black-lives-matter-movement-arrives-18584683
http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/gallery/37-photographs-black-lives-matter-18455890
http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/gallery/37-photographs-black-lives-matter-18455890
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/hundreds-black-lives-matter-activists-18458365
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/hundreds-black-lives-matter-activists-18458365
http://www.sunderlandecho.com/heritage-and-retro/heritage/wearsides-role-rise-and-fall-slave-trade-2878459
http://www.dur.ac.uk/equality.diversity/blacklivesmatter
http://www.fosters.com/news/20200711/durham-councilor-draws-on-mlk-inspiration-for-black-lives-matter-resolution
http://www.fosters.com/news/20200711/durham-councilor-draws-on-mlk-inspiration-for-black-lives-matter-resolution
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Appendix 2 

Talks and other activities by the author 

 
2002. Black People and the North East. Material prepared for Shiney Row Advice & Resource Centre, 
Houghton Le Spring  
 
2003. Black People and the North East. Up-date of 2002 material for a Pentagon Partnership Conference.  
 
2006. Tracing the Trade in Tyne & Wear. An introduction to the complex economic and social links 

between Tyne & Wear and slavery in the British Caribbean and the United States. Handout for 

Remembering Slavery in 2007 Networking Session for Museums, Libraries and Archives. 14 November. 

2007. Talk and handout Remembering Slavery 2007. Some background aids to North East Region MALs at 

the Remembering slavery workshop for Museums, Libraries and Archives - North East links to the slave 

trade. 13 March.  

2007. Slavery and Abolition in Tyne & Wear. Talk in Lit & Phil Remembering Slavery 2007 lecture 

programme. 24 October. 

2008. Reassessing the 'Black Indies' - the North East and slavery and abolition at the 1807 commemorated 
conference which examined the range of projects around the country and analysing their impact, held at 

the University of York. 18/19 September.  

https://archives.history.ac.uk/1807commemorated/about.html 

2008. Black People and the North East. North East History Journal. North East Labour History Society. Vol. 

39. 2008. 

2009. “Slavery is Sustained by the Purchase of its Productions”. The Slave; His Wrongs and Their Remedy 
Newspaper (1851-1856) in Ulrich Pallua, Adrian Knapp, Andreas Exenberger (ed.). (Re)figuring Human 
Enslavement: Images of Power, Violence and Resistance. University of Innsbruck Press. 
 
2009. ‘In No place in the United Kingdom has the American Slave warmer friends than in Newcastle’ Talk 
at Liberating Sojourn 2 Conference Transatlantic Abolition. 1845-1860. Liverpool. 23-25 April.  
 
2010. Activism and Learning: The Lit & Phil and Slavery & Abolition’. Talk at Consuming the Past: Library 
Resources for Postgraduate Researchers Interdisciplinary Conference and Training Day. 30 June. 
 
2011. Developing Moral and Social Capital in the North East - the contribution of abolitionists. Talk at the 

Annual Conference of the British Society for 19thC Studies. January. 

2011. Reflections on ''The Black Indies' - the North East and Slavery and Abolition. Talk at the Institute of 
Historical Research Britain in Long 18th Century Seminar. 16 February. 

2011. Talk about the Richardsons and anti-slavery abolition journalism. Quaker History Group. Friends 

Meeting House, London. 22 March. 

2012. Politics and the Environment in the North East. Talk at the Annual Conference of the British Society 

for 19thC Studies. January. 

2013. Leader of slavery and abolition walk in Newcastle with a group of Durham University students, 
followed by a talk The Kneeling Slave: The Culture of the Slavery Abolition Movement in the North East, 
as part of the third year Social Anthropology module Violence and Memory and an Anthropology Society 
Event. Durham University. February.  

2014. Did Thomas Bewick Design 'The Kneeling Slave- Am I Not a Man and a Brother''? April. 
https://historyandsocialaction.blogspot.com/2014/04/did-thomas-bewick-design-kneeling-slave.html 

2019. Loveless Overton: An Eighteenth Century Bajan Antislavery Activist. Talk at the International 18thC 
Studies Congress, Edinburgh (18 July). Overton was a soldier in the King’s Dragoons in the period of the 

wars with France. He is depicted in an 1825 painting showing the Dragoons’ Baggage train in Newcastle.  

2019. Durham, Slavery and Abolition. Two walks, two archive workshops (with Francis Gotto, the 

University archivist), and a talk as part of Durham University’s Black History Month. November. 

https://archives.history.ac.uk/1807commemorated/about.html
https://historyandsocialaction.blogspot.com/2014/04/did-thomas-bewick-design-kneeling-slave.html
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2019. Diversity, Slavery & Abolition and the Black Presence. Thoughts on what next at Durham University 

staff. Paper to Durham University staff involved in the walks, talks and archive sessions. November. 

2019ff. Advice to Tayo Aluko for his Coleridge-Taylor of Freetown project (see Appendix 1). 

2020. Paper read in his absence due to illness at the Annual Conference of BSECS on the William 
Hutchinson’s Princess Zanfara and the Bewick kneeling slave image, and on petitioning Newcastle 

Corporation, the latter based on the work by Patricia Hix in the NEPPP project. January.  

2020. Walk. Archive workshop and talk with students on the Memorialisation course at Durham University. 

February. 

2020. Project proposal sent to Durham University on its links Sierra Leone and with the Black British 
classical composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor. June. 
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Appendix 3 

 

The North East Regional Remembering Slavery 2007 Initiative 
 
Projects within this initiative were: 
 
Sunderland Remembering Slavery - Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens, Sunderland African 
Association 
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/396 
 
Exhibition to mark the bicentenary of the 1807 Act. Durham Record Office 
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/1267 
 
Remembering Slavery Freedom Performance. Tyne and Wear Museums 
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/412 
 
Revealed: Luxury Goods and the Slave Trade. The Bowes Museum 
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/439 
 
The Roots Initiative. Identity on Tyne. A walk map 
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/1021 
 
Remembering Slavery Exhibition. Discovery Museum, Newcastle  
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/394 
 
Freedom Think Tank 
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/442 
 
Changing Perspectives. North East England African Community Association (NEEACA), 2007-2008 
 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/392 
 

Sharp Practice 

This was an original play developed by the youth theatre group Jackass Youth Theatre in Crook (Durham) 
supported by Jack Drum Arts. It was performed on National Holocaust Memorial Day, 27 January 2008 at 
Spennymoor Town Hall as part of the launch of an exhibition about Anne Frank which then toured schools 
in the Region. The 2007 Project worker and John Charlton were among those who advised the group. 
Several of the young people involved carried out original archive research in Newcastle, Liverpool, Hull, 

Gloucester, London and the University of Virginia.  

 http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/35 

The play won the County Durham Youth Works Award. Here are some of the things said about the 
production when it toured the County. "Thought-provoking, sensitive, outstanding performances"; "A 
brilliant and thought provoking performance." FAB – best production yet!" "Very moving performance!"; 
and "Probably the best thing I’ve ever seen!". 
 
Other Activities 
 
In addition there were several other activities: 
 

 An exhibition about the visit to Newcastle by the black abolitionist campaigner Olaudah Equiano, 
by Newcastle based Seven Stories.  

 

 Exhibition in which young people from Gateshead and South Shields explore their image and 
identity through Remembering Slavery 2007, at the Shipley Art Gallery, in Gateshead into February 
2008. 

http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/396
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/1267
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/412
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/439
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/1021
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/394
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/442
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/392
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/35


17 

 

 

The Lit & Phil also ran a series of lectures Remembering Slavery 2007 throughout 2007: 

14 March. Professor James Walvin. How Should We Remember the Slave Trade?: Slavery in British History 

21 March. John Charlton. Slavery and Abolition: The Tyneside Setting 

24 April. Diana Paton. Enslaved Women's Lives Before and After 1807 

2 May. Sheree Mack. What was the North East’s involvement in the trade and abolition of slavery? 

10
.
 May. Jan Marsh. Art Against the Slave Trade 

17 May. Baroness Young 

24 May. Alan Matthews. Many-Headed Hydra: Slavery, and How it Survived the End of the Slave Trade 

12 September. Elizabeth O’Donnell. There's Death in the Pot!' Ethical Consumerism and the North East in 
the Age of Slavery 

21 September. Andrew Lambert The end of the trade: HMS Trincomalee in the West Indies; 1847-1850  

25 September. Madge Dresser. Set in Stone: Statues and the Commemoration of Slavery in London 

8 October. Dr Jane Webster. The Social World of the Slave Ship 

17 October. Professor David Richardson. Contemporary Slavery in Historical Perspective  

24 October. Sean Creighton. Slavery and Abolition in Tyne & Wear 
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Appendix 4 

Remembering Slavery Evaluation Report 

The National Lottery Fund funded and published evaluation reports of the 2007 Remembering Slavery 

projects it funded around the country. Two key questions arise from them. Susan Priestley of Cultural 

Partnerships Ltd in Northumberland was commissioned to evaluate the projects in the North East. Her 

conclusions were: 

'There is strong evidence to support the fact that the project achieved all of its original objectives 

although as might be expected, some more fully than others.' 

It raised awareness with people in the region and actively involved nearly 18,000 children and adults in 

lectures, formal learning, outreach and museum visits. 

'Feedback from 614 of the children and adults who took part in the evaluation process is overwhelmingly 

positive, with the vast majority reporting increased knowledge and understanding of the topic.' 

While to some extent there was 'an increased awareness of contemporary forms of slavery', 'it is less clear 

to what extent visitors' motivation was increased to think further about these forms and human 

exploitation.'  

It ' is interesting that many people did not – or chose not to – think more deeply about the legacy of 

slavery in terms of more contemporary issues.'  

'There is evidence that some people distanced themselves from the subject of slavery and did not want to 

be made to feel uncomfortable by thinking too deeply.'  

'This raises interesting issues for museums about how people deal with being presented with difficult and 

sensitive subjects within exhibitions and museum programmes and how, in turn, museums respond to 

that.' 

'Although the project resulted in a high level of community involvement and participation overall, 

involving and engaging black and ethnic minority ethnic communities provided to be more challenging.' 

'This was partly due to the short planning ad lead-in time associated with the project, which offered little 

time to identify and fully engage the most appropriate groups and individuals.' It also reflected the lower 

level of BME populations in the region than elsewhere.’  

Issues for Tyne & Wear Museums 

Remembering Slavery 2007 raised interesting issues for Tyne and Wear Museums 'about how it might 

extend opportunities to consult and engage with BME communities within its day-to-day programming.' 

The 'legacy includes not only tangible resources, such as education packs, publications and ongoing 

research, but also a strong commitment to partnership working and a wealth of intellectual capital among 

Tyne and Wear Museums staff and project partners.'  

'The challenge now is to ensure that the skills and experiences gained ... are built into every day planning, 

as well as future programming.' 

Archival Mapping & Research Project 

The Project 'engaged and sustained the interest of a team of volunteer researchers who were instrumental 

in carrying out the primary research that the Tyne and Wear Museum's staff probably would not have had 

the capacity to do.' 

The project identified considerably more material directly linking the north east to the slave trade than 

had been anticipated.' 

'The project has proved to be self-sustaining in that the volunteer researchers have established an 

informal history group...'  
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There were lessons to be learnt re-project management time and volunteer expenses.  

Priestley quotes Hazel Edwards, Senior Keeper of History and the Tyne & Wear Museums saying 'The 

Archival Mapping and Research Project is a very useful model for carrying out quality project research 

when curators have so little time to carry out primary research.' 

Sustaining the Work 

‘One of the problems facing all time limited funded projects is how to sustain continuing work. The North 

East Slavery and Abolition Group is sustained by its members on a voluntary basis, on top of their working, 

family, organisational and other research project commitments. They have the encouragement of the four 

partner organisations. Tyne & Wear Archives in particular assists by posting the Newsletters on its 

website.  

The overall work was supposed to have culminated in an update of the website created to promote 2007 

activities. Originally it had hoped to launch it in October 2008, but it still has not yet happened. This 

raises questions about continuing resource allocation out of the mainstream financial and time budgets. 

There is no specific area re-slavery and abolition on the main Museum website, and a search of it only 

highlights five items relating to events in 2007 and 2008, the details of one of which do not show up on 

the web page. These items do not include the page promoting John Charlton's book Hidden Chains, nor the 

interview with John on the Culture Cast podcast section of the site. This means that there is no easy sign-

posting to what is on the site re-the work carried out on slavery and abolition in 2007. These problems are 

not unique to Tyne & Wear Museums. The danger is that on-going work will peter out unless there is a 

continued web presence, and unless new sources of funding can be tapped into.’  
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Appendix 5 

Select Bibliography on the North East’s Black Presence, Anti-Slavery and the United 
States and Anti-Racism 
 

Max Adams. Admiral Collingwood. Nelson’s Own Hero. Weidenfeld & Nicholson. 2005 

W.E.Adams. Memoirs of a Social Atom. Hutchinson & Co. London. 1903. Augustus M. Kelley Publishers. 

Reprints of Economic Classics. 1968 

Joan Allen. Joseph Cowen and Popular Radicalism on Tyneside 1829-1900. Merlin Press. 2007 

Thomas Bagnall. The Newcastle Sailor Who Ended Up An American War Hero. 2016 
https://medium.com/@thomasbagnall/the-newcastle-sailor-who-ended-up-an-american-war-hero-

485f62d212c5 

https://medium.com/@thomasbagnall/the-newcastle-sailor-who-ended-up-an-american-war-hero-

485f62d212c5 

Ruth Blower. Anti-Slavery in the North East 1787- 1807. North East History Journal. North East Labour 

History Society. Vol. 40. 2009 

Charlotte Bressey. Empire, Race and the Politics of Anti-Caste. Bloomsbury Academic 2013. For details 

about Celestine Edwards. 

John Charlton. Hidden Chains: The Slavery Business and North East England. Tyne Bridge Publishing. 2008.  

John Charlton. Remembering Slavery 2007. A brief guide to the Archive Mapping and Research Project. 

Newcastle Literary & Philosophical Society. 2007: http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/393 

 

John Charlton. Remembering Slavery. Slave trade, slavery and abolition: the north east of England 

connections. 2007 

http://collectionsprojects.org.uk/slavery/_files/rs_booklet.pdf  

 

John Charlton: Slavery and the North East. Introduction. North East History Journal. North East Labour 

History Society. 2008  

George Coleridge-Taylor. Transformation in Transition. A Memoir. Sierra Leonean Writers Series. 2016 

Robert Wellesley Coles. An Innocent in Britain. Campbell Matthews. 1988 

Sidney Collins. Coloured Minorities in Britain: Studies in British Race Relations based on African, 

West Indian and Asiatic Immigrants. Lutterworth Press. 1957 

Percy Corder. The Life of Robert Spence Watson. Headley Bros. 1914 

Nicholas Draper. The Price of Emancipation. Slave-ownership, Compensation and British Society at the 

End of Slavery. Cambridge University Press. 2010 

J M Ellis. A Study of The Business Fortunes of Wm. Cotesworth C. 1668-1726. St Cross College Oxford. 

1975 

J M Ellis (ed). The letters of Henry Liddell to William Cotesworth. Publications of the Surtees Society. 

Vol. 197. 1987 

Laurence Fenton. I was Transformed’. Frederick Douglass: An American Slave in Victorian Britain. 
Amberley. 2018 

Michael Walter Finn. Men of Iron: The Crowleys in the Early Iron Industry. Edinburgh University 
Publications. 1962 

Val Glass. ‘Anxiously Desirous to Shew their Abhorrence of this Abominable Trade’ in Jan Bowen (ed.) 

Further Aspects of Belford. A History of Ways of life, people and buildings in Belford. Belford Bowen 

Publishing. 2011 

 

https://medium.com/@thomasbagnall/the-newcastle-sailor-who-ended-up-an-american-war-hero-485f62d212c5
https://medium.com/@thomasbagnall/the-newcastle-sailor-who-ended-up-an-american-war-hero-485f62d212c5
https://medium.com/@thomasbagnall/the-newcastle-sailor-who-ended-up-an-american-war-hero-485f62d212c5
https://medium.com/@thomasbagnall/the-newcastle-sailor-who-ended-up-an-american-war-hero-485f62d212c5
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/393
http://collectionsprojects.org.uk/slavery/_files/rs_booklet.pdf
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Val Glass: A Northumbrian Family in Jamaica. North East History Journal. North East Labour History 

Society. Vol. 39. 2008 

Jeffrey Green. Black Americans in Victorian Britain. Pen & Sword. 2018 

Ezra Greenspan. William Wells Brown. An African American Life. W. W. Norton & Co. 2014  

Catherine Hall, Nick Draper, Keith McClelland, Katie Dorrington & Rachel Long. Legacies of British slave-

ownership. Colonial slavery and the Formation of Victorian Britain. Cambridge University Press. 2014 

Stephen Harbottle. The Reverend William Turner: Dissent and Reform in Georgian Newcastle Upon Tyne. 
Northern Universities Press. 1997 
 
Dorothy Hewlett. Elizabeth Barrett Browning. Cassell & Co. 1953 
 
Guy Hinton. Newcastle and the Boer War: Regional Reactions to an Imperial War. Northern History. 
www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1179/0078172X15Z.00000000092  

Patricia Hix: America, Slavery and North East Quakers. North East History Journal. North East Labour 

History Society. Vol. 39. 2008 

Paul Jefferson (ed). The Travels of William Wells Brown. Edinburgh University Press. 1991 
 
Susan E. Klepp & Billy G Smith. (eds). The Infortunate. The Voyage and Adventures of William Moraley, an 
Indentured Servant. Pennsylvania State University Press 1992. Originally Published in Newcastle in 1763.  
 
Robert Lawless. From Taizz to Tyneside: An Arab Community in the North East of England During the 

Early Twentieth Century' Exeter University Press. 1995 

Tamsin Little. South Shields and the Slave Trade. 2007 

Tamsin Lilley: Sunderland and Abolition. North East History Journal. North East Labour History Society. 

Vol. 39. 2008 

Peter Livesey. The reign of terror – Solomon Hodgson, the Newcastle Chronicle and the events of 1794. 

North East History. Vol. 41. 2010  

Peter Livesey. The Republic of Letters. North East History Journal. North East Labour History Society. Vol. 

39. 2008 

Peter Livesey. William Fifefield – A Different Drummer. Tyne Bridge Publishers ebook, and now on  

www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/63130427/william-fifefield-bass-drummer  

 

Rebecca McCluskey. 'The Great Theatre of the Nation': Slavery, Abolition and Public Opinion in the North 

East of England 1780-1850. Nottingham University dissertation 

 

Clare Midgley. Women Anti-slavery Campaigners, with Special Reference to the North East. North East 

History. Vol. 29. 1995 

Chris Mullard. On Being Black in Britain. Inscape. 1975 

Elizabeth O’Donnell. ‘There’s death in the pot!’* The British Free Produce Movement and the Religious 

Society of Friends, with particular reference to the North-East of England. Quaker Studies. 13/2. 2009  

https://online.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/doi/pdf/10.3828/quaker.13.2.184 

David Renton. Chris Mullard and Black Radicalism in Newcastle 1968-73. North East History. Vol. 36. 2005 
See also his article on migration to the North East on the Research and Migration pages of his website 

www.dkrenton.co.uk. 

David Renton. Colour Blind?: Race and Migration in North East England Since 1945. University of 

Sunderland Press. 2008 

William Richardson, A Mariner of England: An Account of the Career of William Richardson from Cabin 

Boy in the Merchant Service to Warrant Officer in the Royal Navy (1780 to 1819) as Told by Himself. J 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1179/0078172X15Z.00000000092
http://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/63130427/william-fifefield-bass-drummer
https://online.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/doi/pdf/10.3828/quaker.13.2.184
http://www.dkrenton.co.uk/
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Murray. 1908; Adamant Media Corporation 2000; Elibron Classic 2005; The Classics.us 2013; Forgotten 

Books 2018 

E. A. Smith. Lord Grey. 1764-1845. Allan Sutton Publishing. 1996  

Trevor Stewart. William Hutchinson, FSA (1732-1814): An Eighteenth Century English Freemason and Anti-

Slavery Dramatist. Hibiscus Masonic Review. Vol 2. 2008  

Gardener B. Taplin. The Life of Elizabeth Barrett Browning. Yale University Press. 1957 

Nigel Todd. Black on Tyne: The Black Presence of Tyneside in the 1860s. North East History. Vol. 21. In 

June 2020 the North East Labour History Society created a PDF of this article, which is available from it.  

Nigel Todd. The Militant Democracy: Joseph Cowen and Victorian Radicalism. Bewick Press. 1991 

Brian Vale & Griffith Edwards. Physician of the Fleet. The Life and Tomes of Thomas Trotter 1760-1832. 

Boydell Press. 2011 

Phil Vasili. The First Black Footballer. Arthur Wharton 1865-1930. An Absence of Memory. Frank Cass. 

1988 

H. M. Walker. History of the Northumberland Fusiliers. 1674-1902. 1919 

Brian Ward. Martin Luther King: In Newcastle Upon Tyne: The African American Freedom Struggle and 

Race Relations in the North East of England. Tyne Bridge Publishing. 2017 

Vera Wheatley. The Life and Work of Harriett Martineau. Secker Warburg. 1957 
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Appendix 6 

Researching on the Web 

Research on the Internet is extremely useful because: 

 it contains an increasing amount of information that is relevant 

 it provides leads which make further research easier in terms of verifying information from individuals 

and genealogical websites and entries on Wikipedia 

 the Google Books and the Internet Archive projects is continually adding new items and making 

improvements 

 other specialist sites continue to be developed containing original documents and digitised texts. 

 

Mitchell's Bibliography of West Indian Literature  

This website has been invaluable in terms of identifying tracts by particular authors and for North East 

connections: www.books.ai. A pamphlet published in Newcastle by Thomas W. B.Hendy had already been 

identified in the British Library. Mitchell's site provided more information about Hendy. 

Using Google Books on the Internet 

Researching for particular themes and people often throws up books, newspapers, journals, and pamphlets 

hat have been digitised by Google Books. Google is adding new items all the time, to the extent that it is 

probably worth re-doing searches every three months. Many of the old texts allow pdfs to be down 

downloaded  

If you search key words through the facility on the main Google Book webpage it will bring up every item 

with the word or phrase in it:. In 2010 'Newcastle-upon-Tyne' showed 9,020 items, and 'Tyneside' 2,540. 

Each item can be clicked on to obtain further details. There is a problem in that general search words like 

Sunderland include surnames as well as the town. However refining down to districts gets a more 

manageable figure that is relevant to an area like Sunderland: Bishopswearmouth gave 311; 

Monkswearmouth 215. The advanced search facility allows you to search an exact phrase: 'Rev William 

Turner' gave 6,280. 'James Everett' 1,435, and 'Thomas W B Hendy' 2. An advanced search on 'John Graham 

Clarke' gave 147, 'James Losh' 614. 'Rev Robert Trotter' of whom there was more than one: 35, and 'George 

Thompson' of whom there was more than one: 1,942. 

There continue to be many limitations in terms of whether a book has been digitised in its entirety or not 

depending on the agreements with libraries and publishers. 

 

http://www.books.ai/

