
Wandsworth Historical Society 

History in the time of lockdown 

In these weeks when we’re all having to spend time at home because of Covid-19, why don’t 

you catch up on some of the books in the Society’s back catalogue that you may have missed 

when they first came out? 

Here’s how it works: choose the title(s) from the list below that interest you and contact 

Neil Robson via 020neil119@gmail.com to arrange how to pay their modest cost by on-line 

transfer (no cheques, please).  You will then receive by email a link to download the book(s) 

you’ve bought.  They will come to you in the form of an electronic PDF for you to read on 

your PC or hand-held device. 

Aspects of Battersea History 1770-1910 by Keith Bailey (2010) 

Densely populated working-class housing, the building of mansion flats for the 

middle classes, and a proposal to construct a massive penitentiary on a site near 

present-day Clapham Junction.  These are only some of the aspects of the 

extraordinary evolution of Battersea during the nineteenth century.  Every one of 

these six thoroughly researched and attractively illustrated studies stands as a major 

addition to the published research on Battersea’s past.  £6.00 

 

Between the Commons: South Battersea’s formative years 1851-1900 by 

Roger Logan (2007). 

From scattered Georgian mansions to acres of Victorian housing development, the 

evolution of South Battersea is a classic example of the rise of the London suburb.  

This highly readable account tells of the influential personalities, the political 

conflicts and the day-to-day problems faced by the early residents, and is an essential 

starting-point for anyone wishing to find out more about the story behind the 

numerous houses in that neighbourhood.  £3.00 

 

Dunsford Manor 1851-1898: a late-Victorian manor in Wandsworth by 

Rita Ensing (2006). 

Manorial histories often focus on the medieval period, their stories ending well before 

the modern era.  In contrast, this splendid paper uses Court Rolls and other documents 

from a later time to give an in-depth account of the administration of a manor in a 

London suburb during the second half of the nineteenth century.  £3.00 

mailto:020neil119@gmail.com


 

House Building and Builders in Wandsworth c.1850-1915 by Keith Bailey 

(2nd printing, 2013) 

Here is a book that examines the builders of houses (as opposed to those who merely 

laid out estates and streets) in the Wandsworth and Battersea areas between the 1850s 

and 1915.  It tells of their collective achievement in accommodating a vastly increased 

population without gross overcrowding or the creation of slums, and it breaks new 

ground, since it is the first to describe the whole range of builders in any group of 

London suburbs during the period in question.  £4.00 

 

‘King and Constitution’: the Wandsworth Volunteer Infantry 1794-1809 by 

Dermot Jones (2011). 

Thoughts of Dad’s Army and a fear of invasion generally conjure up pictures of 

England in the Second World War, but this was not the first time the country was 

forced to react to threats from an overseas power.  During the long Napoleonic Wars 

between France and Britain, Wandsworth, merely a village in Surrey at the time, 

raised a company of armed Volunteers to counter the menace of attack from the other 

side of the channel.  This stirring account tells the story of those parish forces and 

shows how a small community responded to a great event.  £4.00 

 

The Development of Building Estates in Battersea 1780-1914 by Keith Bailey (2012) 

The nineteenth-century transformation of Battersea into a densely packed south-

London suburb of nearly 170,000 people is a remarkable story of fits and starts, 

successful outcomes, and over-ambitious failures.  The massive number of houses 

built after 1870 that still stand are a tribute to the overwhelming enterprise of that 

numerous band of developers and builders who replaced the fields and gardens of 

Battersea with a brick-filled expanse of streets and houses.  £6.00 
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