
Local Plan Review 2019 

Community Led Housing 

At the meeting of the Planners with the North Croydon Residents Associations on the 

Review last year I suggested that site allocations for residential development should 

specifically include reference to community led housing. The Council’s policy to support 

such housing does not seem to appear in the Review documentation, and is not included 

in the specific site allocation proposals in Chapters 2 and 3 on Issues and Options. 

Recommendation 

that the Local Plan  be amended to ensure that emphasis is given to the important role 

that community led housing can play. 

Community Buildings  

During 2019 the Council consulted on aspects of the community buildings it owns and has 

arrangements for community and voluntary groups to use and manage. There are many 

community buildings which are owned by community and voluntary groups. Such 

buildings are important venues for a wide range of events organised by residents and 

community groups, from public meetings, AGMs, festivals, fundraising events, 

educational activities, drop-in advice and counselling sessions, and hire to specialist 

faith groups and for birthday and other parties by local residents. There is a need to 

protect existing buildings from being closed. In areas where there is going to be 

intensification of new homes and population an increase in such buildings will be 

needed. The Plan needs to reflect this.  

Issues that may need to be taken into account in revised Local Plan Review 

documentation linked to other Council policies  and strategies include: 

 Developers and Section 106/CIL 

(1) Consider allocating some of Section 106/CIL monies provided by developers to 

improving existing or providing new community buildings in or near each 

development and to building up a Community Buildings Fund. 

(2) Draft guidelines for building/site owners planning to provide new halls and 

community centres on such matters as:  

 avoiding roof designs which create gulleys where leaves and water collect, and 

roof drainage;  

 the advisability of either (i) building a second storey; to enable future expansion 

for activities and projects, even if initially the second floor is let out as office and 

business starter units, or (ii) ensuring a second storey can be built on later;  

 the advisability of having two halls (i) for social events and meetings and (ii) a 

sports hall;  

 the need to install the most up-to-date energy and water saving measures 

including solar panels and wind turbines; 



 the need to ensure that all lighting, heating and other service fixtures that need 

regular, cleaning, maintenance and replacement are designed to reduce the 

running costs involved. 

 Recycling and Energy and Water Efficiency 

(1) Provision of recycling services to those community buildings which do not 

currently receive them. 

(2) Development of a project, including a training element, which can help 

community buildings  organisations plan and install energy and water efficiency 

devices, solar panels and wind-turbines. 

 Maintenance  

(1) Consider supporting a community building organisation to provide a building 

maintenance support service to the others. 

(2) Ensure solutions can be found in any community buildings which are noisy because 

there are no noise absorption materials.  

 Websites and broadband 

(1) Establish a community building organisations website database service. 

(2) Council provision of broadband to those community buildings that do not have it 

or have lower capacity service. 

 Advice Services 

(1) Develop a strategy to increase the provision of advice service provision in 

community buildings.  

(2) Discuss with the Credit Union developing a strategy which would allow its 

promotion and provision of services at appropriate community buildings. 

 Young and elderly people 

Review the range of activities provided for young and elderly people in each area which 

has a community building, with a view to local organisations putting on more activities 

in the buildings. 

 Cultural Diversity 

Discuss with community building and other local organisations: 

(a) which partnerships they would find it mutually beneficial to develop,  

(b) how to improve on the celebration of cultural diversity in the area through their 

activities,  

(c) and how to ensure that more events take place in community buildings during the 

various themed weeks and months in Croydon, such as Black History Month. 

 Health and Well-being 



Consider how to provide more health services, activity to encourage healthy eating, and 

the development of healthy exercise, games and soft sports activities in community 

buildings and on nearby open spaces. 

Consideration could also be given to (1) ensuring that Libraries are open in the evenings 

to increase the range of events that can be held in them; (2) that schools should be 

assisted to enable their halls to be available for community use at lower charges than 

currently apply. 

Construction materials and techniques  
 
Given the problems that have been identified following the Grenfell fire disaster across 
a range of public and private sector buildings, the Plan should be strengthened by the 
addition of a requirement that planning applications be accompanied by a statement of 
how they will meet BSI and Building Regulations and fire and safety requirements so that 
the Council and the public can be satisfied that new materials and techniques are as 
safe as can be made. 
  
Poor Quality Green Belt Land 

The Council appears to want to build on what it classifies as poor quality Green Belt 

land. There is an alternative approach to the future uses of such land. 

 Market gardening and community growing projects. 

 Tree planting as part of the Council and Mayor of London’s ambitions for more 

trees. 

 The creation of lakes and ponds, including for fishing and water sports. 

Public Transport 

The Council should seek to improve public transport in the South of the Borough to make 

it easier for people to access  

Metropolitan and Green Belt land by seeking the provision of: 

 More bus routes 

 The laying of tram lines 

 The creation of more stations on the railway network 

These will also encourage residents in the South to be less dependent on their cars, 

thereby contributing to the reduction  in carbon dioxide and other harmful emissions and 

improving air quality. 

Community Engagement 
 
A wide range of members of the public are concerned that the Council does not engage 
with local people in an organised way, that it often appears not to listen to the views of 
residents who oppose planning applications, and fails to act speedily to resolve issues 
such as planning infringements.  
 
Recommendation  
 
The following draft additional policies be added under Strategic Policy SP1 



 
(1) ‘The Council will strengthen its ability to understand the changing nature of the 

places of Croydon in order to be more effective in ensuring that the Local Plans 
policies and proposals are implemented by engagement with the residents and 
businesses, supporting the establishment of residents and community 
associations, business associations, groups of friends of parks and open spaces and 
libraries, and other types of neighbourhood groups, and working with them 
through District Committees, which in due course will be granted their own 
budgets to spend on local initiatives. 

 
(2)  The Council will strengthen its ability to ensure that planning applications in the 

places of Croydon are consistent with the policies and proposals in the Local Plan 
by requiring applicants to provide for validation purposes: 
(a) proof that they have consulted with neighbours and residents and 

businesses in the wider area as appropriate for the type of application; 
(b) detailed plans that members of the public can understand; 
(c) design statements which show how the application meets all the relevant 

Local Plan policies. 
Applications which do not meet these requirements will not be validated. 

(3)  The Council will increase its protection of the places of Croydon by improving its 
enforcement action against infringements of planning requirements. 

(4)  In considering pre-planning application proposals at Committee, the Council will 
afford local residents and businesses in the area in which the proposal is planned 
the right to present their views at the Planning Committee without having to 
share the three minutes currently allotted.  

 
Designated Local Green Spaces 

Recommendation as policy: 

 

‘The Council will work with partners including the Residents Associations to improve the 
visual, recreational and biodiversity of Designated and undesignated of Local Green 
Spaces. 

 
Employment Buildings 
 
The loss of employment buildings and sites poses a major challenge of how to increase 
employment opportunities in various parts of the Borough. One way in which to meet 
housing need and retain employment would be to help businesses in properties which 
were originally built as housing to move into premises more appropriate for employment 
use. e.g. empty shops or premises above shops, and return the buildings to housing.  
 
Recommendation   
 
That there be a new DM policy ‘to encourage business operating in buildings originally 
built as houses to re-locate to suitable units in the main and secondary retail parades, 
including floors over shops in order to release their buildings back for housing purposes.’ 
 


