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BUMPER CHRISTMAS ISSUE!!!

Gateshead Archive:

the People’s Archive

Latest news from the project to open up Gateshead’s history

HERITAGE LOTTERY
FUNDS GATESHEAD
ARCHIVE!
On Wednesday afternoon, we heard from
the Heritage Lottery Fund that we’d been successful in our
application and will now be able to deliver our plans to create
Gateshead Archive for the benefit of everyone in the borough.
The next 18 months will see physical changes to the Information
Services section of the Central Library, as well as a vibrant
programme of activities designed to appeal to all sections of our
community and to enthuse them with the history of Gateshead.
We have projects like the Gateshead Oral History Group and
Gateshead Traders Heritage Trails to engage people in researching
and contributing to the history of their neighbourhood. And large
scale events like the Gateshead Community History Festival and The
Story of Gateshead exhibition will draw in new audiences and old
to celebrate our shared history.
And after the end of the project, we’ll have built up a strong new
resource to deliver activities, events and projects well into the
future as well as giving new, permanent access to this valuable local
history collection.
Gateshead Archive: The People’s Archive

Celebration Time!!
Come and join us at the
Central Library on Friday,
14th December from 11am
for a mince pie and a cuppa,
to wish the new Gateshead
Archive every success.
If you missed the FoGA
Inaugural Meeting in
October there’ll be people
around to tell you all about
the project and how you can
support it.
I’m sure Santa will be
knocking
around
somewhere…

CHRISTMAS CRACKER! Q: Why are Pirates called Pirates? A: Because they Aaaarrr..!
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FoGA WILL PLAN TRIPS,
TOURS AND TRAINING…
The Friends of Gateshead Archive is to be a constituted
group, set up to be able to carry out a wide range of
support activities including fundraising, sponsorship,
events support and promotion.
It will also be the place for local history enthusiasts to
plan and organise activities for Community History
sessions. The seasonal programme of activities will be
self-directed, and open to all Friends of Gateshead
Archive members. We’re hoping to support visits to places
of historic interest; talks and walks; training sessions;
local history projects - whatever interests and excites
Gateshead history lovers.
To maintain these functions and others, we will hold
regular planning and reporting meetings, overseen by the
Friends of Gateshead Archive Steering Group.
The group will meet once a month and will be open to all
members. We will elect a Chair, Secretary and Treasurer
to carry out the constituted requirements, and in this way,
the activities of the Friends of Gateshead Archive will be
planned and directed by community users and
professional staff according to what interests them.
The first meeting of the FoGA Steering Group will take
place in the New Year at 10:30am on Friday 18th
January
in the Wailes Room at Gateshead Central
Library. NB If you know you’re coming please let us know to
help with the set up (see below), but please also…

ORAL HISTORY GROUP
TO COLLECT MEMORIES
OF 1950s GATESHEAD
The Gateshead Oral History Group
(GOHG) will be formed at the start
of January with a remit to collect
Gateshead people’s memories of
growing up in the borough.
A project called “Living Memory”
will use the excellent East Midlands
Oral History Association’s model to
create an archive of recorded
interviews with people who grew up
in or lived through the post-war
period.
We’ll be working with community
groups and individuals to collect
memories about life in Gateshead
after the war had ended, home and
family life and how the bigger
picture of events affected their lives.

COME ALONG IF YOU’RE FREE
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Project Officer Maggie Thacker at Gateshead Central Library
email: maggiethacker@gateshead.gov.uk
telephone: 0191 433 8435
Gateshead Central Library, Prince Consort Road, NE8 4LN
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If you’re interested in getting
involved in any of the projects and
activities we’ll be running, contact
details are in the box….

