
I am very pleased that I had the opportunity to attend the Labour Party Conference, in 
Liverpool, from the 22 – 26 September. 
 
The Tory press certainly exploded about the conference: 
 
“Labour would ruin us all” was the Express’s editorial headline. The Mail’s leader said, “As 
any realist can see, Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell programme of Marxist economics, 
class warfare and unfettered union power is a recipe for mass unemployment and national 
ruin.” The Times leader agreed: “Judged by any reasonable outsider it was not a 
prospectus for government but for economic disaster.” 

But, they then go on to warn that Labour is winning the argument. 

That was certainly the mood of the Labour Party conference in Liverpool. 

A Conference packed out with delegates, particularly from the constituencies with 
delegates across the age range, from 16 to the 80’s, coming from every region and nation 
and speaker after speaker saying that they were first timers to conference and talking with 
confidence and passion and all expecting a Labour government within a short time. 

There were some important rule changes being proposed at this conference. 

Left-wing constituency parties were arguing for open selection of MPs. 

This would mean that in between general elections, the sitting MP would have to face an 
open selection meeting to be the Labour candidate for the next election. In other words, 
she or he would have to justify continuing as the MP.  No one has a job for life. 

Obviously new Labour Party members were looking at those Blairite MPs who had 
continuously attempted to oust Jeremy Corbyn as Leader. 

Unite, the trade union had agreed to support this demand at its Policy conference this year.  

However, at the conference, the CLPs voted some 97% in favour of debating open selection, 
but the unions including Unite, voted almost unanimously against, on the grounds that with 
an election looming it would upset unity with the Parliamentary Party. 

The unions stopped the new selection process, but agreed to make it a little easier, by 
reducing the number of Labour Party branches needed to demand a challenge to the MP, 
down to three.  

Constituency delegates also wanted changes made to the selection of councillors and 
wanted Labour Council leaders to be elected by the local Labour Party membership, but 
again, for similar reason, do not upset the councillors, this was delayed for another year. 

This difference between the Constituency and the trade union delegates was restricted to 
the issue of Rules.  On matters of policy, the two sections of the Labour Movement came 
together, as they did in the continuing demand for a general election and a Corbyn led 
Labour government. 

On policy issues, BREXIT was of course, the big debate. 

Some 135 resolutions had been submitted, ranging for support for a second referendum, to 
a peoples’ vote on the final deal, to the demand for a General Election. 

The Labour leadership’s position was an all out campaign for a general election, with all 
other options to be available, depending on what exactly was the political situation arising 
from a deal or no deal when presented to Parliament. 

All the delegates who had presented resolutions were called together and for 6 hours, from 
6pm to midnight, they tried to come to a consensus, so that in the end there would be one 
resolution. 

https://www.express.co.uk/comment/expresscomment/1023408/Now-the-US-backs-the-UK-over-our-Brexit-decision
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/daily-mail/20180927/281805694857031


Eventually they were worn down and one resolution, that favoured the Leadership’s 
position, was agreed. 

If the deal was unsatisfactory, or no deal was arrived at, Labour would demand a General 
Election. 

If that was not successful, then the Leadership would seek the best outcome to defeat the 
Tory government.  All options would be on the table. 

The debate was wide-ranging.  It was generally agreed that Mrs May could not get a 
Parliamentary majority for any outcome, and so the final situation was unpredictable. 

Delegates argued that the People’s Vote, was embracing very strange bedfellows, who 
certainly did not want a general election, because they did not want a Corbyn government. 

Others said that Labour could not support a second referendum, telling voters that they had 
got it wrong first time and should vote again.  These were mainly members from northern 
constituencies where large majorities voted “Leave”. 

The demand for full tariff free access to European Union, with a comprehensive UK-EU 
Customs Union was a key call. 

A real fear was that the Tory free trade plan, would open up our public services to be sold 
to multi-national corporations, in particular the NHS 

The demand for the general election prevailed over the whole debate. 

But what had originally been feared would split the conference, in fact ended in a public 
demonstration of a united party ready for any eventuality on BREXIT 

The economic demands of conference, drawn together around John McDonnell’s speech, 
were echoed from trade unions and constituencies and resolutions to conference. 

John recalled to conference Clause 4, of the Labour Party constitution, that” workers by 
hand and brain should enjoy the full fruits of their labour” – he argued that it was as 
relevant today as when it was first spoken of in 1918 – sadly of course it was removed in 
1995 by Tony Blair 

Other economic demands were: 

Ban zero-hour contracts 

The Living Wage raised immediately to £10 per hour 

Collective bargaining to be restored within the public sector and where appropriate 
elsewhere. 

Anti-Trade Union laws to be removed 

The gender pay gap to be closed 

The gap between higher and lower pay to be drastically narrowed 

Water, energy, Royal Mail and Rail to be brought back into public ownership 

But this would not be nationalisation as before, no dominating bureaucracy, no just 
swapping  mangers, but democratic accountability for workers and consumers.  

No more PFI and bring back into house existing projects 

End to Corporate Tax evasion – with the promise that this was not just a slogan 

 A National Investment Bank and network of Regional Development Banks to provide capital  

Financial transaction tax to stop financial speculation 



Then John McDonald heralded the biggest shakeup and breakthrough in capital ownership 
that Britain had seen -  worker shareholders. 

Companies employing more that 250 staff would have to pay 1% of their assets, or up to 10% 
of their shares into an “inclusive ownership fund”. Although they would not be compelled 
to pay out dividends, McDonnell reckons that most companies would do so, which would 
mean up to £500 per year per worker. 
 
The shares would be held and managed by workers with seats on the board in proportion. 

Dividends would be made direct to workers – estimated at around £500 per year. 

It is estimated that this would impact on 11 million workers. 

But also a proportion of the funds would be transferred back to public services – a social 
dividend.  This it was said would amount to £billions. 

A further international move arose from the financial crash of 2008. 

Labour would call an International Social Forum, to bring together economists and 
politicians  to consider how to regulate or change the banking system, to prevent another 
meltdown. 

The breakdown of capitalism and the word socialism, words never heard under New Labour, 
crept into speeches. 

John McDonnell declared that the worse the situation facing a Labour government when it 
took office, the more radical that government had to be. 

Save the NHS, end privatisation was a ringing call at conference. 

Horror stories were many. Provide the funds needed, but also Refresh the NHS, with 
democratic accountability, that was the demand. 

A failed Mental Health service, with again harrowing experiences, fuelled the debate. 
Again, action was the call. 

Social care, having received £6 billion cuts in funding, and again tragic consequences 
related. 

Necessary was a service, funded by taxation, and free, not means tested, and integrated 
with the NHS, was the call.   

With care homes and facilities brought back under the control of local authorities, with 
properly paid staff and full inspection. 

An end to 10 minute, in and out visits to the vulnerable. A proper home care service, with 
trained staff and time needed. 

Housing -  here the call was for council houses, not the so-called affordable homes, that 
working people’s wages could not pay for.   

With local authorities building the council houses needed 

Removal of spending cap for local authorities 

An end to the 5,000 sleeping in the streets. 

Rent controls on private landlords and responsibility for the owner to properly repair and 
insulate accommodation. 

A levy on second home owners  - called a solidarity fund -  for people without homes. 



30 hours a week free child care for 2/3 and 4 year olds, with subsidised child care on top – 
free for low paid and a cap of £4 per hour for reasonably waged. Child care staff to get a 
minimum of £10 per hour wage. 

 

Other pledges: 

Ban on ATM cash point charges. 

Stop post office and bank branch closures 

Free bus travel for under 25-year olds 

Police numbers up, 10,000 more on the streets  

Older people: 

State pension review 

Triple lock guaranteed 

Winter fuel allowance guaranteed 

Free bus pass to be extended across country 

National Education Service  - to provide both academic and vocational education on an 
equal footing  

No more academies 

Demands for comprehensive approach 

education from cradle to grave 

Second part of Levenson media enquiry  

Conference also recognised the rise of the far Right, with neo fascists joining governments 
in Europe. Constituency and trade-union delegates spoke of the   attempts of the extreme 
Right wing to build a street movement in British cities.  All delegates, together with the 
Labour leadership, united in the need to confront and deprive such elements of a platform.      

Jeremy Corbyn in his closing speech talked of the work being done to incorporate the policy 
demands into an update of the 2017 manifesto. 

On foreign policy he called for an end to the Saudi led war in Yemen 

Stated no more Iraq or Libyan wars 

He declared that on the issue of racism and anti-Semitism. that neither he nor the Labour 
Party would countenance within the Party 

That he himself would oppose until the last breath within his body. 

He insisted, however, that opposition to the actions of the Israeli government was not anti-
Semitic 

Condemned the Israeli expansion of illegal settlements and the imprisonment of Palestinian 
children and the shootings of Palestinians on the Gaza border 

Declared that a Labour Government would recognise the State of Palestine. 

Following a debate that ended with a unanimous vote in support of the Palestine people, 
delegates produced a sea of waving hands, all holding the Palestinian flag 

Afterwards Palestinian representatives thanked the Labour Party membership for this 
display of solidarity. 



Corbyn challenged the Tory Party for its embracing of the  extreme right-wing and anti-
Semite Hungarian Prime Minister and government. 

He denounced Teresa May’s hostile environment policy, that led to the Windrush scandal 

Jeremy Corbyn ended conference by declaring that the Labour Party was ready for 
government. 

That Labour would end the years of deliberate austerity 

Labour would negotiate a Brexit deal that protected the jobs and rights of our workers 

And would provide a social and economic programme that would involve all working people 
and their families, 

For the many, not the few 

The new leadership under Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell clearly had the full support 
of the overwhelming numbers of the Party membership. 

The trade unions too were prepared to give their full support. 

The Right-wing members of Parliament were held in check at the conference, but of course 
have not gone away and are still a danger to the unity of the Party.  

Media hopes of major splits and damaging headlines did not occur. 

Members went away, enthusiastic, and ready for a general election. 

The Leader and the shadow cabinet look and sounded like a government in waiting. 

As John McDonnell said -   Bring it on    

Personal: 

I was invited to speak to the fringe meeting organised by the John McDonnell Shadow 
Treasury Team, to put the demands of Pensioners for consideration for the next Labour 
Manifesto. 

It was well attended and I was well received. 

I spoke at fringe meetings organised by the Labour Representation Committee and the 
Campaign for Labour Party Democracy. 

 

 


