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6 Oakhill Rd 
London, SW16 5RG 

 
sean.creighton1947@btinterent.com 

020 8764 4301 

 
6 June 2017 

Dear Councillor, 

THE LOCAL PLAN PARTIAL REVIEW EXAMINATION 

The Public Hearing Sessions of the Local Plan Examination by the Independent Inspector finished on 

Wednesday 31 May. 

He now has to decide whether the Plan is sound, well evidenced, sustainable, deliverable, and is in line 

with the National Planning Policy Framework and the London Plan. If he concludes that it is not he can 

reject the Plan, which means the Council will have to revisit how to improve it to meet his objections, 

including another round of public consultation. 

He cannot require modifications, although the Council can propose them for him to consider whether they 

increase the soundness etc of the Plan.  

The officers of the Hearing have already put forward some modifications in response to the 118 questions 

he submitted before the Hearings, and a few more during the Hearing.  

It is hoped by the many organisations, especially Residents Associations, which took part in the Hearings, 

that there will be more modifications that reflect their concerns, to reduce ambiguities and the ability of 

developers to manipulate the policies and proposals to their advantage and against the interests of local 

communities. 

The Inspector can decide to accept the Plan as sound even if is not perfect. He has not been able to 

examine omissions from the Plan, but can make an assessment as to whether omissions suggest the Plan is 

unsound. 

He stresses that the Plan is the Council’s document. Therefore the final decision on what modifications 

should be suggested is down to the Council. 

Alison Butler’s introduction to the Plan at the beginning of the Hearing stressed the Vision for Croydon, 

and how the Plan seeks to ensure it can be realised. 

Flaws and gaps in the evidence base have mounted through the Hearing Sessions, to become so large that 

I, for example, have argued that the Inspector should reject the Plan. The Council has agreed to supply a 

lot more information and those taking part in the Hearings have the right to comment in writing on it. 

The public will not know what he decides until he presents his report at the end of July. The Council will 

see and be able to comment on a draft.  

He has urged anyone wanting to submit further evidence, on things he has particularly requested, to do so 

before the end of June, not new issues. At his request at the end of the final Session the lead officer 

requested that the Council would like to have him find it sound but would find it helpful if he made  

recommendations for him to consider. 

So the Council still has the opportunity to suggest modifications. It also has the opportunity to recognise 

the validity of the many concerns expressed particularly by Residents Associations about the process of 

growth, which they accept has to and will happen, and about the problems it will create in the different 

places of the Borough.  

Most of these concerns and recommendations for change in the consultation in 2015 were ruled out on 

technical grounds without the officers accepting the validity of the concerns and suggestions made and 

proposing other ways in which they might be addressed. 
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A lot of frustration was expressed about the planning decision  process both before and since the 2014 

local elections, and the way it appears that current policies are ignored or distorted in interpretation. 

On the basis that he may not reject the Plan, I have asked the Inspector to consider making 

recommendations in his report on matters he hopes the Council will give further consideration to in the 

on-going development policies and proposals that can sit alongside the Plan and strengthen it, and give 

more confidence to residents and their organisations. 

The Opposition Councillors made it clear at the Hearing that they broadly accept the Plan. Their 

differences with the administration are about details, ambiguities, uncertainties and about specific site 

proposals. On the last day Cllr Joy Prince spoke about her reservations with one site in particular in 

Waddon Ward. 

If approved the Plan will come into force a few months before or shortly after the next local elections. If 

there is a change in political control in May, then the current Opposition members who are elected into 

control will have to work to the Plan, and members of the current administration who are re-elected as 

the Opposition will have concerns about departures and exceptions to the Plan through the planning 

application  decision  process.  

It is therefore important that the final version of the Plan to be adopted minimises the political 

differences over content.  

At the end of the day the Plan should not be determined by the Officers, but by Councillors. Therefore a 

method should be found to enable both sides to have a discussion about putting forward further 

modifications and drawing up a list of those policies and proposals that will need to worked on further 

alongside the Plan. 

This should be outside the adversarial context of the Committee system. A day cross-party event to which 

all Councillors are invited could help try and reach some agreement, as well as being clear about what 

matters there are on which there may be continuing disagreement. 

This session needs to be held before the end of June to ensure that any agreed proposed modifications are 

submitted to the Inspector. Then a second event should be organised to enable Councillors to consider and 

comment on the Inspector’s draft report. 

I hope that you will consider this suggestion worthwhile to instruct the Officers to organise the event. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sean Creighton 

Representative at the Hearing of: 
Love Norbury Residents Associations Joint Planning Committee 
Croydon TUC Assembly housing and local economy working party 
Croydon TUC Assembly Environment Forum 
 

 

 

 

 


