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Croydon the destination 
of choice for quality jobs
C

ROYDON’S growing 
status as an office hub 
is being underlined 
with thousands of 
government and 

heaquarter jobs moving to 
south London during 2017.

With work having been 
completed on the first Grade 
A commercial building on the 
new £500million Ruskin Square 
site, HM Revenue and Customs 
are preparing to move into the 
first of their regional centres.

It is the first of 13 centres 
it intends to open across 
Britain as part of a 10-year 
modernisation programme.

As central government 
continues to seek more 
cost-effective bases outside 
Westminster, Croydon’s status 
as the Silicon Valley for south 
London is being enhanced with 
the Home Office bringing 1,500 
staff to Lunar House, Apollo 
House and Metro Point.

HMRC is taking all 183,000 
sq ft of Grade A office space 
over nine floors at One Ruskin 
Square as well as having an 
option on the second office 
block being delivered by 
Schroder Real Estate Fund 

and its development partner 
Stanhope plc.

James Lass, fund manager of 
Schroder Real Estate Funds, 
said: “One Ruskin Square now 
sets a benchmark for attractive, 
high quality commercial 
space and a focal point for the 
re-emergence of Croydon as a 
thriving London hub.

“The landmark deal agreed 
with HMRC is testament to the 
quality of the new quarter we 
are creating here and we look 
forward to welcoming the first 
employees in early 2017.”

Internal fit-outs are currently 
taking place in the building, 
designed by shedkm architects 
and built by LendLease, on 
floorplates ranging from 15-
20,000 sq ft with the building 
also featuring a café, reception 
space and three retail units.

“The decision by HMRC to 
locate one of its new office 
hubs here is a further mark 
of confidence in both the 
scheme and the continuing 
regeneration of Croydon,” said 
Jason Margrave, development 
director of Stanhope.

Meanwhile, the effects of 
so many Home Office staff 

“We’ve only just 
understood the 
enormity of what is 
happening here”

Sarah Wilkinson

Croydon’s on the Rise 

still starting to dawn on us.”

Private sector firms have also 
begun choosing Croydon with 
The Body Shop, EDF Energy 
and Superdrug among those 
having recently switched head 
offices to the town.

Jo Negrini, chief executive 
of Croydon Council, told the 
Develop Croydon Conference 
bringing good-quality jobs 
to the town was a key part 
of creating a self-sustaining 

borough, with employment and 
cultural opportunities as well 
as a residential offer. 

“What’s great about the jobs 
coming through – and the 
HMRC is a really good example 
of this – is that historically the 
big companies have had their 
backroom jobs here.

“But the HMRC are bringing 
their tax inspectors. We’re 
talking about really high-
grade, good quality jobs that 

commuters are used to going to 
the centre of London for. The 
same with Body Shop.

“It’s all about creating that 
eco-system so you can do 
everything here – and for 
London that’s a really good 
proposition. 

“The important thing about 
Croydon is it’s a whole eco-
system: it’s about living but it’s 
also about working, playing 
and having fun.”

arriving is set to be felt 
throughout the town.

Sarah Wilkinson, a chief 
technology officer for the 
government, urged local 
businesses to use the move to 
break into the Home Office’s 
supply chain at a Croydon 
Tech City event, vowing to 
engage with local businesses 
in the coming months.

“It is absolutely phenomenal 
to go from nothing so quickly 
to London’s fastest-growing 
tech community and more 
than 1,000 start-ups in such 
a short time,” Ms Wilkinson 
told Croydon Tech City’s 
launch event for 2017.

“It bodes well for what 
is going to happen here in 
2017. Most of us have only 
just really understood the 
enormity of what is happening 
here and the potential of it is 

FITTING THE BILL: HMRC is moving into One Ruskin Square next to East Croydon station

ART will continue to play a 
major part as Croydon steps 
up its plans to be a cultural 
capital throughout 2017.

To mark the 30th 
anniversary of Andy Warhol’s 
death, the RISEgallery has 
secured access to 16 giant 
prints, signed off by the Andy 
Warhol Celebration, which 
will form a trail around the 
town in July.

An exhibition in the gallery 
called The Light Within 
(left), showcasing neon light 
displays, has already been 
well received this year. 

Meanwhile, the town 
continues to blaze a trail for 

innovative street art, which 
gets changed every few 
months, with the RISEgallery 
having permission from 
landowners to bring a splash 
of colour to sites throughout 
Croydon’s arts quarter.

RISEgallery owner Kevin 
Zuchowski-Morrison, owner 
of RISEgallery, said: “It’s 
great to see this continuing 
evolution of street art around 
us and the bar continually 
gets higher. 

“It’s not hard to see why 
everyone is saying Croydon 
is London’s new street art 
capital which is a title we are 
very proud of.”



L A T E S T  N E W S
W W W . D E V E L O P C R O Y D O N . C O M

2

Providing the very best 
view of transformation

D
EVELOP 
Croydon has been 
instrumental in the 
evolution of Croydon.

It has led its 
transformation from a satellite 
town with excellent transport 
facilities to a destination for 
a vibrant community, where 
there is the environment for all 
to live, have fun and feel part of 
the changes taking place.

The journey is well underway 
and the momentum needs to be 
maintained. Develop Croydon 
will, I am sure, play a critical 
role in this transformation.

NEIL MEREDITH
Head of UK Business Space
Schroders Real Estate 
Investment Management

D
EVELOP Croydon 
has had huge success 
in terms of changing 
the perception 
of Croydon – the 

largest office letting in decades 
plus Boxpark and the tech 
revolution are testament to that 
– but there is still much further 
to go.

We are moving into a new 
phase which is attracting the 
occupiers and making sure 
that the people who live in the 
new homes or work in the new 
offices have a good experience.

With all of the companies 
that are coming here and 
people who are arriving to live 
here and we need to ensure 
that Croydon lives up to its 
promises – it is clear that 
Develop Croydon’s work has 
only just begun.

Croydon has so much to offer 
and needs one co-ordinated 
voice to communicate that 
both inside Croydon but more 
importantly beyond.

RICHARD PLANT
Partner
Stiles Harold Williams;
Chairman
Develop Croydon Forum

THE very best of Croydon is 
being showcased from The 
View, a town centre events 
and marketing space giving 
panoramic views of the town.

A joint initiative between 
Develop Croydon and the 
Croydon Partnership, the 
venue provides a much-needed 
events space with panoramic 
views of the town.

The View includes a 
permanent exhibition of 
the Croydon Partnership’s 
proposals to create a word-
class £1.4billion retail and 
leisure destination as well as 
marketing material promoting 
Croydon as a whole.

It is acting as a ‘meanwhile 
use’ for vacant space in the 
Whitgift Tower, part of the 
existing Whitgift Shopping 
Centre complex, and will be in 

Develop Croydon 
has a key role in 
a changing world

place throughout 2017.

Carolyn Kenney, 
development director, 
Hammerson and Croydon 
Partnership said: “This 
facility demonstrates how 
regeneration schemes across 
Croydon are creating new 
opportunities for businesses in 
all sectors. It’s a great resource 
to promote the positive 
transformation of Croydon’s 
town centre and image.”

The View has already been 
used for a host of events and 
launches. It acted as the main 
venue for the Develop Croydon 
Conference in 2016. 

The venue can be hired at a 30 
per cent discount if it is booked 
before March 1.  To find out 
more call The View Croydon 
team on 020 8726 7968 or email 
events@theviewcroydon.com

KEY ROLE: Develop Croydon Conference delegates at Boxpark; an Investor Tour; The View and Richard Plant
This newspaper has been produced for Develop Croydon by White Label Creative, Suffolk 
House, Croydon, Surrey, CR0 1PE. Telephone 020 8726 7968 www.wlcreative.org.uk

Bonnie Stephensmith
bstephensmith@developcroydon.com

T: 020 8726 7968
M: 07910 553 494

www.developcroydon.com

For more information visit: www.developcroydon.com

CROYDON AT 
MIPIM 2017
Tuesday, March 14 to 
Friday, March 17

Croydon Panel Discus-
sion (Wednesday, March 
15, 3.30-4pm) London 
Pavilion) featuring 
Steve Sanham, Kevin 
Zuchowski-Morrison, 
Jo Negrini and Steve 
Yewman
Key stakeholders in the 
regeneration and cultural 
transformation of Croydon 
will be discussing the 
concept of Croydon: Urban 
Edge

Croydon Beers on the 
Beach (Wednesday, 
March 15, 4-5pm)

Croydon Brunch Recep-
tion (Thursday, March 
16, 10.30am-12noon). By 
invitation only
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Blazing a trail for regeneration

What attracted you to 
Croydon?

The sheer potential of 
the borough in terms of its 
development opportunities 
and the council’s forward-
thinking approach to growth 
and regeneration. So much 
is happening here and there 
is a big challenge in terms 
of making sure the local 
community benefits from the 
regeneration taking place. 

How important do you feel it 
is to have all of the elements 
which make up ‘the place’ 
within your remit?

I prefer working in organisat-
ions with the levers to focus 
on key outcomes for residents 
and business, rather than just 
running technical departments. 
Croydon is a forward-thinking 
borough with the political 
will to ensure that we not only 
create the right environment 
for businesses to invest in, but 
also quality neighbourhoods for 
our residents.

Why is Croydon ripe for 
investment?

It’s the most exciting place to 
be in London at the moment. 
Croydon has a proud track 
record of delivering major 
redevelopment schemes. Our 
transport connections are 
unique, we have a diverse 
community and there is a real 
buzz around the borough. The 
opportunities are huge, and I 
don’t think there is anywhere 
else in London with the same 

potential to deliver growth on 
this scale. I’ve only been here 
for three months but it’s safe to 
say that it has lived up to my 
expectations and more.

What is the Croydon Growth 
Zone and how is it being 
funded?

The Croydon Growth Zone 
is unique because while the 
government has created growth 
zones purely for housebuilding 
in other boroughs this is 
another stage on. This is a 
partnership between central 
government, the GLA, TfL and 
the council to finance around 
39 infrastructure projects. The 
council being allowed to borrow 
around £500million on a 25-year 
loan which we will be able to 
repay because we are allowed to 
retain half the uplift in business 
rates – for example from the 
new Westfield and Hammerson 
scheme and other developments 
being brought forward in the 
town. It shows the tremendous 
confidence the government and 
the GLA have in the council’s 
ability to deliver such a huge 
regeneration programme.

How significant is the 
Growth Zone to what you are 
trying to achieve?

It’s a game-changer because 
this is a totally new way of 
funding new infrastructure. 
The new homes, offices and 
other developments are already 
coming – this is all about getting 
the infrastructure in terms of 
the transport infrastructure, 

A PLACE TO BE PROUD OF: Croydon’s executive director of place Shifa Mustafa

IN BRIEF

Gym Group finds its 
fit at One Croydon

Quality in the air

Croydon’s iconic One Croydon 
continues to prove fit for big 
name companies after the Gym 
Group moved its head office 
into the building. The company, 
which has pioneered a network 
of low-cost, no contract gyms 
open 24 hours a day across the 
UK, has taken 5,700 sq ft on the 
fifth floor of the so-called ‘50p 
building’ in Addiscombe Road, 
opposite East Croydon station.

Croydon Council is taking an 
in-depth look at air quality 
at a time of unprecedented 
development in the town. The 
Air Quality Action Plan is 
focusing on steps to reduce 
emissions and air pollutants. 
An air quality summit is being 
held in March while a zonal 
construction logistics plan 
which sets out measures to 
ensure town centre users can 
continue as normal.

Working Together for the Future of Croydon
The Croydon Partnership’s £1.4bn redevelopment of the Whitgift Centre will  

transform Croydon’s town centre into a 1.5m ft² state-of-the-art retail, leisure and  

food destination, together with new public realm, creating 5,000 new jobs,  

new car parking and up to 1,000 new residential units. Combined with Centrale,  

this will deliver a 2m ft² town centre destination.

     @croydonpartners           www.thecroydonpartnership.com

CP-advert-130x190.indd   1 27/01/2017   15:06

SHIFA MUSTAFA was appointed as executive director of place last 
October to lead Croydon Council on safety, streets, development, 
regeneration, culture and planning.

Her appointment came after her predecessor Jo Negrini was 
promoted to the role of the council’s chief executive.

With over 30 years’ experience working in local government, Shifa 
arrived from Kingston Council where she has provided interim 
leadership and management for environmental services, having 
previously spent six years at Waltham Forest where she oversaw 
a number of different environment and regeneration services, 
including the award-winning redevelopment of Walthamstow  
town centre.

Here, we talk to Shifa about her role, the Croydon Growth Zone, 
and why the borough is such an exciting place to be...

TRANSPORT and access, 
public realm, energy and social 
infrastructure schemes are 
among the initiatives which will 
be funded through the unique 
Croydon Growth Zone.

Plans are already underway 
to manage the construction, 
logistics and traffic arising 
from the developments, which 
include an architectural lighting 
scheme at Fairfield Halls which is 
expected to go live later this year.

Other proposals include 
district energy provided by a 
combined heat and power unit 
and using technology to improve 
wayfinding in Croydon. The 
programme will be funded by the 

borough being allowed to reinvest 
50 per cent of the increase in 
business rates generated by 
Croydon’s regeneration.

Jules Pipe, deputy Mayor 
of London for planning 
regeneration and skills said: 
“Through the retention of the 
uplift in business rates that will 
result from the development in 
the designated growth zone area 
we will be able to invest early in a 
whole series of critical projects.

“This is going to be critical to 
unlocking the potential further 
housing and economic growth – 
10,000 new homes and 23,000 jobs 
which can be directly influenced 
by these improvements.”

Unlocking the full potential for growth

the healthcare, the schools and 
universities, culture, the jobs 
and all those types of things 
which will support that growth 
and regeneration and make it 
sustainable. It is a real compliment 
to Croydon that we are the first 
place to have been entrusted with 
this type of arrangement – we are 
blazing a trail on this.

What is your vision for 
Croydon – the place?

My vision is that it delivers on 
its potential to become a major 
economic centre for London and 
a gateway to the vibrant Coast to 
Capital region. The big challenge, 
and the most important thing from 
our point of view, is to make sure 
residents and businesses benefit 
from the growth and regeneration 
that is taking place. We want to use 
that growth as a vehicle for change 
and to provide a solution to some 
of the other challenges we face in 
the borough. The ultimate goal is 
to make Croydon a place of choice 
by creating a quality destination 
where people want to live, work 
and play.

INVESTMENT: Jules Pipe
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Local plan sets out how to 
ensure sustainable growth

H
UNDREDS of new 
homes and a revitalised 
park are at the heart 
of redrawn plans to 
replace the former 

council headquarters at 
Taberner House.

Developers HUB and 
investors Bridges Ventures 
have undergone extensive 
consultation over the prominent 
town centre site ahead of 
submitting a fresh planning 
application to the council.

Detailed proposals were 
unveiled at a well-attended final 
public consultation in January, 
and more than 1,200 people have 
been consulted on the plans. 
which include the construction 
of 514 apartments across four 
separate buildings, ranging in 
height from 13 to 35 storeys.

Steve Sanham, managing 
director of HUB, said: “The 
opportunity, and responsibility, 
to deliver the regeneration of 
this key site is huge – we don’t 
take it lightly. Badly needed 
homes across a variety of 
tenures, buzzy commercial 
space at ground floor, and a 
reimagined park are all set 

A LOCAL plan that sets out 
how Croydon will achieve 
its growth and development 
vision over the next 20 
years has been submitted 
to the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local 
Government.

The Croydon Local Plan 
explains how the council 
will provide new homes 
for a growing population, 
promote jobs and encourage 
growth while protecting and 
enhancing the borough’s 
green and open spaces.

Improving infrastructure 
such as schools, roads, 
transport hubs, health 
facilities and employment 
opportunities for local people, 
with the aim of strengthening 
local communities and 
neighbourhoods and reviving 
district centres is also at the 
heart of the plans.   

More than 8,000 representat-
ions were received during a 
consultation period, helping 

Revitalised park 
placed at Hub of 
ambitious plans 

council planners to shape the 
blueprint to meet the needs of 
all of Croydon, ensuring that 
there is sustainable growth. 

As well as protecting 
the borough’s heritage by 
ensuring new developments 
respect and enhance local 
character and deliver 
affordable homes, the plan 
preserves Croydon’s green 
spaces, green belt and 
metropolitan open land.

Councillor Alison Butler, 
cabinet member for homes, 
regeneration and planning, 
said: “This is an incredibly 
exciting time for Croydon as it 
goes through unprecedented 
growth. We must ensure this 
growth is sustainable and that 
the whole borough benefits.

“I am delighted so many 
residents expressed their 
views. All comments were 
considered and have helped 
us to shape the borough’s 
future so our neighbourhoods 
continue to thrive and grow.”

to come together to make this 
important green space in the 
centre of Croydon come to  
life again.

“We have been working hard 
with the local community, and 
with the council to ensure voices 
are heard, and key themes are 
explained. We can’t wait to get 
on site.”

Occupying a prominent 
site in the heart of Croydon, 
adjacent to the historic town 
hall and opposite the proposed 
redevelopment of Fairfield 
Halls and College Green, the site 
including the adjoining Queens 
Gardens has been subject to 

considerable public scrutiny 
given the nature of the land 
being formerly owned by 
Croydon Council.

The developers undertook 
a widespread public 
consultation with participants 
from a range of social and 
economic backgrounds, which 
has helped shape the detail of 
the development. 

This includes a mixture of 
homes available for sale and 
rent, a targeted minimum of 30 
per cent of homes earmarked 
as affordable and a diversity of 
unit sizes intended to appeal 
to different family sizes, from 
one to three bedrooms.

The development remains 
sensitive to Queens Gardens, 
with a range of improvements 
to the park including a new 
café and play area, better 
pedestrian access and the 
retention of key historical 
features, such as the Victorian 
railings originally constructed 
for the long defunct Croydon 
Central station.

The application replaces the 
previous consent granted to 
the council in 2014.

BACK TO LIFE: The proposals replace the demolished former council headquarters at Taberner House

International property & 
construction consultants

We combine international expertise 
with local staff and market knowledge 
to create innovative property solutions.

Contact us to discuss your development.

Robin Brodie Cooper
E: robin.brodiecooper@gleeds.co.uk
T: +44 (0)7718 804 111 

Act locally
Think globally

COST MANAGEMENT  |  PROJECT MANAGEMENT  |  ADVISORY SERVICES  |  PROPERTY & ASSET MANAGEMENT

@GleedsGlobalgleeds.com

KEY THEMES: Steve Sanham
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Ancient street market is 
set for a new lease of life
SURREY Street Market is set 
for a £1.1million renovation 
after Croydon Council secured 
an additional £600,000 on top of 
the £500,000 funding it acquired 
last year.

Proposals to increase footfall 
at the 700-year-old market 
include public realm works, 
with improvements to the 
highway and enhancing the 
market’s design to make the 
street more pedestrian-friendly 
and to create a vibrant, flexible 
market space with improved 
signage and street lighting.

Councillor Mark Watson, the 
council’s cabinet member for 
economy and jobs, said: “This 
funding will allow us to make 

improvements that will further 
enhance the offerings of Surrey 
Street and be of great benefit 
to the existing market traders 
and businesses in the vicinity.

“We have already taken 
steps to boost growth in trade 
and to help ensure the market 
becomes a truly vibrant, 
seven-day-a-week venue where 
visitors can enjoy a range of 
activities including shopping, 
meeting with friends, eating 
and viewing art.

“The council has listened 
to what the market traders 
have said and is now acting 
on it to help create a vibrant 
market that will rival some of 
London’s best.”

IN BRIEF

Cultural groups win 
grants from council

Enjoying Parklife

A new council fund – set up 
to expand Croydon’s cultural 
scene by helping arts and 
cultural projects attract major 
investment – has made its 
first awards. The Croydonites 
Festival of New Theatre and 
the London Mozart Players are 
the first two groups to benefit 
from Croydon Council’s cultural 
partnership fund. Cllr Timothy 
Godfrey, cabinet member for 
culture, said:“We pledged to be 
ambitious for culture. We are 
now delivering.”

New cultural quarter given

T
he government has 
handed proposals to 
regenerate College 
Green – including 
the refurbishment of 

Fairfield Halls – a £14.2million 
funding boost.

Croydon Council has been 
granted the Coast to Capital 
Partnership funding to 
enhance the proposals which 
are designed to create a 
stunning new cultural quarter.

The scheme is being 
delivered by development 
company Brick by Brick and 
the team behind the £30m 
regeneration, includes Rick 
Mather Architects, structural 
engineers Mott MacDonald, 
and consultants Gleeds 
Contractors are currently 
preparing the Farfield Halls 
site for structural works which 

will begin in May.

Cllr Alison Butler, 
cabinet member for homes, 
regeneration and planning, 
said: “This funding award 
represents a huge vote of 
confidence in our vision for 
the new cultural quarter at 
Fairfield and College Green, 
and for the whole of Croydon.

“Through this ambitious 
regeneration we are delivering 
new homes, new jobs and a 
new college – with a fantastic 
performance venue right at the 
heart of the development. It 
is hugely important, not only 
for Croydon but for the South 
East, putting our town back on 
the map as a key destination 
for arts and leisure.”

The College Green proposals 
form a key part of Croydon’s 
£5.25billion regeneration 

programme while Rick Mather 
last year won a New London 
Architecture Award for its 
plans for Fairfield Halls.

The Croydon investment 
forms part of a £66million 
government for the economy 
in the Coast to Capital area 
– which extends from the 
borough to the south coast – 
creating up to 40,000 new jobs 
and 13,000 homes across the 
region between now and 2021.

“The new projects will help 
to improve the daily lives and 
prospects of local people,” 
said Jonathan Sharrock, chief 
executive of Coast to Capital. 

“We will be able to unlock 
the region’s potential for long-
term growth by kick-starting 
schemes which will provide 
the stimulus to bring forward 
more homes and jobs.”

THE STAGE IS SET: Fairfield Halls is at the centre of the council’s College Green plans

HISTORIC SETTING: Investment will help to fulfil the potential of Surrey Street Market

a £14.2m boost

Croydon’s popular Lloyd 
Park café has re-opened under 
new management and with 
a new name – Parklife. Local 
entrepreneur Clair Murphy 
intends the cafe to become the 
heart of the local community 
with it opening from 7.30am 
to 5.30pm seven days a week 
throughout the winter.
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01. Croydon Mural Project

02. Queen’s Gardens

03. Fairfield Halls

04. Boxpark

05. Matthews Yard

06. Platform

07. Surrey Street Market

08. North End

09. St George’s Walk

10. Oval Tavern

11. Spread Eagle Theatre

12. Clock Tower

13. Whitgift Almshouses

14. Croydon Minster

15. Wandle Park

16. Rooftop Cinema
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RICK MATHER ARCHITECTS

www.rickmather.com 
Fair Field Homes, Croydon

for Brick by Brick

Schemes praised 
for their designs
D

EVELOPERS 
Oakwood are 
doubling their 
Croydon portfolio 
after the success of a 

wave of planning applications.

Over the past decade the 
company has delivered 235 
homes in the borough and have 
secured planning consent for 
a similar number in the last 12 
months alone.

Oakwood’s work in 
delivering homes across a 
range of tenures, including 
shared ownership homes 
in conjunction with 
AmicusHorizon, on a range 
of challenging sites, has won 
praise from Alison Butler, the 
borough’s cabinet member 
for homes, regeneration and 
planning.

“We value good design as a 
council and look for proper 
base standards and developers 
who will engage with local 
communities,” she said while 
officially opening 16 new 
shared ownership flats on 
the site of an old car park at 
Station Approach in Coulsdon.

“We know there is a housing 
crisis in Croydon and the 

LUXURY HOMES: Oakwood’s scheme in Sanderstead

KEY SITE: The vision for Asddiscombe Grove vision

CROYDON’S first Place 
Review Panel, responsible for 
scrutinising and challenging 
the design of the borough’s 
future development proposals, 
has been launched.

With an increased number 
of high profile development 
proposals being submitted 
in Croydon, the panel has 
been created to elevate the 
quality of new developments 
throughout the borough. 

The panel will provide 
independent, expert advice 
on all projects related to 
Croydon’s built environment, 
including key development 
schemes, infrastructure, and 
public realm.

Architecture, landscape 
architecture, regeneration, 
construction, culture and 
heritage are among the 
professionals that make up the 
22 multi-disciplinary panel, 

which was established by 
the council. Meeting for one 
review day every month, the 
panel will be responsible for 
reviewing designs proposed 
for Croydon. Each review 
panel will be made up of one 
chair and five panellists.

The launch event officially 
welcomed the high calibre 
panellists to Croydon and 
followed two briefing days for 
all panel members.

Councillor Alison Butler, 
cabinet member for homes, 
regeneration and planning 
said: “I am delighted to 

welcome the panellists to the 
borough. Croydon deserves 
the very best in design and 
we look forward the panel’s 
guidance and expertise.

“Croydon is an area of 
growth, with opportunity for 
high quality development 
to meet the needs of our 
borough’s diverse community.

“The Place Review Panel 
will complement the council’s 
award-winning spatial 
planning and development 
teams, promoting design and 
quality architecture to make 
Croydon even better.”

Expert panel 
is designed 
to lift quality

QUALITY CONTROL: Members of the Place Review Panel

WORK is underway on 26 
new homes and commercial 
space at a Regent Land 
development in partnership 
with AmicusHorizon housing 
association in South Croydon.

The purchase of the site – the 
former Ken’s Autos site at 
359-367 Limpsfield Road – has 
been formally completed after 
Croydon Council granted 
planning permission.

The development, designed by 
MDR Architects, will feature 

shared ownership one and 
two bedroom flats, and three 
bedroom terraced houses, 
as well as 3,400 square feet 
of commercial space on the 
ground floor. The scheme is due 
for completion in summer 2018.

“We are delighted that the 
purchase of the Limpsfield 
Road site has been formally 
completed and that work is now 
underway,” said Regent Land 
& Developments’ managing 
director Pat Maher.

Former car dealer’s given a new lease of life

MODERN VISION: The scheme

council recognises that 
we need homes of every 
type, from social housing, 
to shared ownership and 
homes to buy,” commented 
Councillor Butler.

“Improving the economy 
right across our borough 
brings a need for sustainable 
development. New homes 
bring increased footfall to 
local businesses and that’s 
what’s really needed across 
all our districts.”

Among the Oakwood 
schemes are:

Milton House: Demolition 
of former warehouses is now 
completed to allow work to begin 
on 81 new homes in partnership 
with AmicusHorizon 

Addiscombe Grove: Work will 
start later this year on replacing 
low-quality commercial space 
with 74 residential units designed 
by MDR Associates within the 
Croydon Opportunity Area

Leaden Hill Industrial 
Estate, Coulsdon: Outline 
planning permission for 67 
residential units and 500 sq 
m of commercial space, again 
designed by MDR Associates. 
Subject to final approval, work 
will start later this year.

Sanderstead: Planning 
permission has been granted 
for eight detached five-bedroom 
homes on land currently 
occupied by a single dilapidated 
house bordering Purley Downs 
Golf Club.

Oakwood make a strong 
commitment to consulting with 
and taking on board the views 
of local residents and other 
interested parties.

Director Matt Arnold said: “It 
has been an extremely busy year 
for us, but our team’s hard work 
has paid off. We have achieved 
planning for 230 units in the last 
12 months in Croydon alone, 
across four separate sites.”
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Ensuring Croydonians have a 
stake in the borough’s future
CROYDON is committed to a 
housing policy that ensures 
everyone has a place in the 
borough’s future.

That’s the message from 
Croydon Council deputy 
leader Alison Butler, who 
is also cabinet member for 
homes, regeneration planning, 
outlining the importance of 
the council’s Brick by Brick 
initiative to bring forward 
affordable homes throughout 
the borough.

With Sadiq Khan, the Mayor 
of London, having stated that 
50 per cent affordable homes 
should be the policy throughout 
the capital, Ms Butler told the 
Develop Croydon Conference 
said: “Of course we would aspire 

to that 50 per cent on every 
single site brought forward, 
that’s where the conversation 
would start.

“Equally we think it’s very 
important that homes are 
brought forward and developers 
make a place of Croydon, so it’s 
much bigger than housing. It’s 
creating the place.

“Everybody has a place in 
Croydon. The people that are 
already here have a stake in 
what comes forward. That 
means you must have affordable 
housing in the mix and it’s 
the council’s responsibility to 
ensure that happens.” 

Many of the Brick by Brick 
schemes, which will deliver 
around 1,000 homes on 50 sites, 

CREATING A PLACE: Councillor Alison Butler, the deputy leader of Croydon Council

IN BRIEF

Hyde preparing to 
deliver 201 flats

Seeing the light

HYDE Housing Association 
has received consent for a 
‘non-material amendment’ to its 
planning permission for the site 
of the former Croydon Delivery 
Office in Addiscombe Road. 
The existing buildings will be 
demolished to make way for 
three buildings, ranging from 
eight to 21 storeys, providing 201 
flats, up to 1,760 sq m of retail 
floor area at ground level and 
landscaping on the site.

A multi-million-pound council 
project to replace and upgrade 
more than 23,000 streetlights in 
Croydon has been completed 
after a five-year programme. 
The last column to be installed 
by Skanska contractors was 
switched on in Fell Road, 
Croydon before Christmas. 
The contract, to install and 
maintain the new streetlights 
is expected to save around £14 
million over the 25-year period. 

RISEGALLERY 
IN HERE

Vital homes for the community

C
OMMUNITY housing 
provider CCHA 
has been honoured 
for its long-serving 
commitment 

to providing homes for 
the community at a 50th 
anniversary celebration.

Mayor of Croydon Councillor 
Wayne Trakas-Lawlor and 
Minister for Housing Gavin 
Barwell were among more than 
60 guests who joined staff and 
residents at Braithwaite Hall.

CCHA was established in 
1967 when its founders bought 
its first properties for families 
in need. From those humble 
beginnings the organisation 
has gone on to provide 
more than 1,400 affordable 
homes across Croydon and 
neighbouring boroughs.

Mr Barwell, who is MP for 

Croydon Central, said: “I have 
a particular attachment to 
organisations such as CCHA, 
who work hard to address the 
desperate housing need in 
Croydon where the council is 
struggling to cope. The role of 
local housing associations is 
absolutely critical.”

The event featured a perf-
ormance by the Cardboard 
citizens, who delivered a 
theatrical performance of 
‘Cathy’ a re-staging of ‘Cathy 
Come Home’ a film about 
homelessness, originally aired 

PARTNERSHIP: Maggine McCann and Councillor Wayne 
Trakas-Lawlor at Simpson Court

GOLDEN CELEBRATION: Tracy Cullen with Gavin Barwell

in 1966. CCHA added eight 
new homes to its portfolio 
towards the end of 2016 – three 
two-bedroom apartments and 
five one-bedroom homes at 
Simpson Court in Pampisford 
Road, South Croydon.

Tracy Cullen, chief executive 
of CCHA, said: “Simpson 
Court is not only up to a high 
standard but has also been 
completed early, meaning 
residents can move in sooner.

“It provides eight new homes 
for affordable rent to support 
the growing housing needs of 
the community in Croydon.”

It is CCHA’s fifth scheme 
in a partnership with Orbit 
Homes, which has so far 
seen 83 homes built in the 
Croydon area. Maggie 
McCann, development 
director for Orbit, said: 
“Committed to helping tackle 
London’s housing crisis, we 
are delighted to see the latest 
homes in our partnership 
with CCHA come to life.

“By working together, we’re 
able to deliver more high-
quality and affordable new 
homes for local people.”

are currently going through the 
planning process.

Colm Lacey, director of Brick 
by Brick of which Croydon 
Council is sole shareholder, said 
both its affordable and private 
sale products were aimed at 

Croydon people rather than as 
investment properties.

“Typically, these sites aren’t 
sites that developers would 
traditionally take on,” he said.

“They are tough little sites that 
need really intricate work to be 

able to get them to work either in 
terms of costs or values. “

“We have a local sales and 
letting policy. Brick by Brick 
isn’t to provide off-plan investor 
sales; this is very much about 
selling to occupiers.”
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STARTUP Croydon is 
celebrating after winning a 
prestigious national award for 
its work in helping thousands 
of new businesses to get off the 
ground and flourish.

The borough’s Accredited 
Enterprise Agency, which has 
been supporting start-ups and 
SMEs for more than 30 years, 
was named Enterprise Support 
Organisation of the Year at the 

National Enterprise Network 
awards, in conjunction with 
NatWest. StartUp Croydon, the 
accredited Enterprise Agency 
for Croydon, took the top award 
for agencies with a turnover of 
less than £750,000.

Chairman David Robinson 
said: “It crowned a momentous 
year during which we have 
undertaken a rebrand from 
Croydon Business Venture to 

StartUp Croydon and created a 
new co-working space, as part 
of a bespoke plan of support 
for the borough’s start-ups and 
small businesses.”

StartUp Croydon makes 
a huge contribution to help 
businesses get off the ground 
and provides serviced offices at 
Park House Central in the town 
centre and Weatherill House 
Business Centre.
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PROGRESS Business Park 
has been bought by Savills 
Investment Management in an 
£8.04million deal.

The modern, multi-let 
industrial estate, just off 
Purley Way in Croydon, is 
let to 16 tenants and is ideally 
suited to small businesses.

Although average rents 
are £13.80 per sq ft, the latest 
letting on the estate was 
for in excess of £20 per sq 
ft, reflecting the increases 
elsewhere in Croydon.

James Pearson, fund 
manager of Savills IM, said: 
“Our UK Income & Growth 
Fund seeks to acquire long-
term income streams with 
growth potential.

“The supply of industrial 
space within the M25 is 
diminishing while demand 
continues to increase.

“We believe this dynamic 
will drive rental growth in the 
coming years.”

£8m deal for 
business park

StartUp Croydon wins national honour

Building for a bright future
C

CROYDON Council 
has unveiled a £160 
million plan to build 
five brand new schools 
as it continues one 

of the country’s largest school 
expansion programmes.

As well as creating 1,500 
primary and more than 
4,000 secondary places there 
will also, subject to formal 
consultation, be new provision 
for almost 750 children with 
special educational needs.

Councillor Alisa Flemming, 
cabinet member for children, 
young people and learning, 
said: “Our population is 
growing fast. 

I’m delighted to be able to 
reassure parents they will not 
have to worry about whether 
their children will be able to get 
into a local school.”

The extra places include the 
continued expansion of the new 
Krishna Avanti and Harris 
Academy Purley Way primary 

ENTERPRISE HONOUR: StartUp Croydon celebrate winning a national award

• The UK’s foremost regional Property Consultants

• 30+ specialist services

• Unrivalled market knowledge, coverage and business volume

• Secured recent headline office rents for the Borough

• Significant Development Consultancy for Commercial &  
 Residential Development across Croydon and beyond

PLANNING CONSULTANTS FOR BOX PARK, CROYDON

TRANSFORMING  
CROYDON

CONTACT
Richard Plant  
(Head of Region, Chair of Develop Croydon) 
t.  020 8662 2718 | m.  07850 584240
e. rplant@shw.co.uk

Gatwick becoming a carbon neutral airport
GATWICK Airport expects to 
become Britain’s first carbon 
neutral airport by this spring.

The airport has joined the 
RE100 renewable electricity 
alliance – joining the likes of Ikea, 
Apple and BT among companies 
driving the corporate adoption of 
renewable energy sources.

With 80 per cent of its carbon 
footprint coming from energy 

consumption, Gatwick intends 
to offset its remaining emissions 
through investments in 
renewable energy programmes 
and continued investment in 
energy and fuel efficiency.

It has been purchasing 100 per 
cent renewable energy since 2013.

Chief executive Stewart 
Wingate, said emissions were 
now either at the same level or 

less than their 1990s totals despite 
the fact that passenger numbers 
have doubled. He said: “These  
are important milestones in 
Gatwick’s journey to become the 
UK’s most sustainable airport.

“We are serious about growing 
sustainably and we have some 
ambitious plans to develop 
in the most environmentally 
responsible way possible.”

CLASS DEVELOPMENT: Work in progress at Chestnut Park Primary School

schools as well as the Arena 
secondary academy that was 
opened last year.

Willmott Dixon has been 
at the forefront of the 
school-building programme, 

delivering schemes worth more 
than £48million over the last 
five years alone.

It has generated thousands 
of new school places at 
Rylands; Whitehorse Manor 

(Brigstock), Forestdale; Haling 
Road; Stroud Green; Oasis 
Arena; Chestnut Park Primary 
School; Christchurch School; 
Chipstead; Fiveways/Harris 
Academy; Ark Oval; Heathfield 

Academy; Canterbury Mills; 
Heavers Farm and St John’s.

Stephen Parker, Willmott 
Dixon’s company sales and 
marketing manager, said: 
“We’re proud of our role to 
help deliver the Croydon 
school expansion plan and 
use our dedicated experienced 
team to turn council projects 
from concept to completion on 
time and on budge.

“We work diligently on site 
to create as little disruption to 
the community as possible.

“Croydon continues to grow 
and develop at a fast pace and 
is starting to be seen as a more 
exciting, vibrant place to live, 
work and do business. 

In addition, Willmott Dixon 
has backed skills development 
and opportunities through 
apprenticeships schemes and 
a construction traineeship 
run in partnership with the 
charity Lives not Knives.
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A borough full of opportunity

B
UILDINGS in 
Thornton Heath are 
to be given a splash of 
colour when they are 
decorated with murals 

and public artwork.

As part of the council’s £2.7m 
investment in the area, artists 
with strong local connections 
– Ben Connor, Philip Dennis, 
Mat Pringle and  Snapshot 
Collective – were appointed 
to create designs for four 
exterior walls of buildings 
along the high street.

Work also includes the 
removal of oversized 
light boxes and signs, the 
simplification of window 
advertisements and painting 
of upper stories of the 
buildings.

Councillor Alison Butler, 
cabinet member for homes, 
regeneration and planning, 
said: “Croydon’s regeneration 
is about the whole borough 
and it’s fantastic to see 
improvements being made 
that will bring huge benefits to 
both residents and businesses 
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SPLASH OF COLOUR: Public artwork will enhance civic pride in Thornton Heath

IN BRIEF
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Valley flies the flag
HAPPY Valley has won a 
special award for innovation 
from the Green Flag Award 
Scheme. The 252-acre green 
space in Coulsdon is one of 
just 15 inspirational parks 
and green spaces in the UK 
to achieve the award. It is 
presented to Green Flag 
Award or Community Award-
winning sites that have made 
changes which have brought 
outstanding benefits to the 
local community.

CROYDON is planning an 
hour of free parking in its 
district centres to boost small 
businesses.

The move, replacing the 
existing 30 minutes available 
at park and display bays, is 
due to be rolled out in spring 
and summer 2017 along with 
the roll-out of new parking 
schemes. The centres to benefit 

are Thornton Heath, South 
Northwood, Addiscombe, 
Cherry Orchard Road, South 
Croydon, New Addington, 
Purley and Coulsdon.

Cllr Mark Watson, cabinet 
member for economy and jobs, 
said: “I have listened to small 
businesses and traders and the 
issue of one-hour free parking 
was their number one concern.

“By making the first hour of 
parking free, we are making it 
easier for people to pop to their 
local shops. 

“As our town centre under-
goes its £5.2bn regeneration 
and becomes a major shopping 
destination once again, 
Croydon’s district centres will 
become ever more important 
in providing a local option.”

THORNTON HEATH

ADDISCOMBE

ADDISCOMBE

SOUTH NORWOOD SOUTH NORWOODSOUTH NORWOODSOUTH NORWOOD

PLANS to improve the street 
scene of South Norwood area 
will be taking place throughout 
2017 with a major improvement 
works programme focusing 
on Station Road and Market 
Parade on Portland Road.

Improvements will help 
to create a more pleasant 
environment and give a 
greater priority for pedestrians 
with easier crossing points and 
more open spaces.

Old street furniture and 
lighting will be replaces with 
trees, seats, new kerbs and 
paving, with a strong design 
emphasis placed on creating 
generous, high quality public 
spaces and incorporating ideas 
that directly relate to South 
Norwood and its history.

Other improvements to the 
area include new pop-up shops 
in Portland Road to encourage 
small businesses to prosper, 
and the High Street, Portland 
Road junction improvements 
works, which are now 

complete. The £1.65m project 
to improve South Norwood is 
a joint effort between TfL and 
Croydon Council. 

Creating a 
modern built 
environment 

for the 
people of 

Croydon in 
partnership 

with local 
businesses.

www.willmottdixon.co.uk

Free parking to boost small businesses

THE first residents are due 
to move into Bellway Homes’ 
new 72-home development 
at Penhurst Square in 
Addiscombe in May.

A range of one, two and 
three bedroom apartments 
and four bedroom houses are 
targeted at first-time buyers, 
young couples, commuters 
and investors with some of 
the apartments available 
through the Help to Buy 
London scheme.

Mark Harrop, head of sales 
at Bellway Homes South 
London, said: “With many 
house hunters being priced 
out of London, the outskirts 
are becoming far more 
popular because they provide 
more space, and more for 
buyers’ money.

“The upcoming Croydon 
regeneration is unlocking the 
suburb’s potential to become 
a leading destination in  
south London.”

A road at Penhurst Square 
called Nihill Place was 
unveiled last year in honour 
of Croydon Harriers race 
walker Paul Nihill who grew 
up in Addiscombe then went 
on to win a silver medal at 
the 1964 Olympic Games.
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UPDATE

New shopping centre will 
build on a success story
DEVELOPERS behind the 
regeneration of the Whitgift 
Centre are aiming to replicate 
the success of a recently-
opened scheme which has 
increased footfall in Leeds 
city centre by 15 per cent.

Victoria Quarter, a Grade 
II listed luxury retail 
destination in Leeds, was 
delivered by Hammerson 
who with Westfield form the 
Croydon Partnership which is 
bringing forward a £1.4billion 
retail and leisure scheme.

Development director Robin 

Dobson sad Hammerson had 
built 10 schemes, leading to 
the creation of some 20,000 
jobs over the last 15 years.

“If you go and have a look in 
Leeds it is akin to what we’re 
trying to achieve here in 
Croydon,” Mr Dobson told the 
Develop Croydon Conference.

“The stats in Leeds are 
unbelievable, the best ever 
opening of John Lewis in a 
scheme the fraction of other 
shopping centre. 

“It’s about getting the touch, 
the feel and the experience.”

T
HE Croydon 
Partnership has 
become one of the 
founding signatories 
to a new charter 

which encourages best 
practice among the business 
community in supporting 
employment in the borough 
and the local economy.

THE Croydon Partnership 
has become one of the 
founding signatories to a new 
charter which encourages 
best practice among the 
business community in 
supporting employment in 
the borough and the local 
economy.

The joint venture between 
Westfield and Hammerson 
is creating one of the UK’s 
top 10 shopping and leisure 
destinations, investing £1.4bn 
and delivering 5,000 new jobs 
as well as acting as a catalyst 
for the wider regeneration of 
Croydon.

The Partnership has 
underlined its long term 
commitment to Croydon by 
becoming one of the first to 
sign up to Croydon’s Good 
Employer Charter, pledging 
to support the creation of jobs 
and training opportunities 
for residents by employing 
locally, whenever possible.

Westfield development 
director Steve Yewman said: 
“We have a once in a lifetime 
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LUXURY SETTING: The Victoria Quarter in Leeds

FUTURISTIC VIEW: The vision for Croydon

DFDFDR: StartUp Cro

opportunity for Croydon 
– £5.25bn of investment 
planned, 23,000 new jobs, 
8,000 new homes, as well as 
new offices and a revitalised 
retail, dining and leisure 
destination.

Our pledge to this charter is 
an extension of our continued 
commitment to the Croydon 
business community, 
ensuring our development 
brings widespread benefits to 
the town for the generations 
to come.”

Over the past three years 
the Croydon Partnership has 
invested over £1.3m into a 
community programme for 
Croydon, supporting youth 
groups to help generate 
training and future job 
opportunities as well as 
promoting local business 
enterprise.

The Partnership has 
partnered with a wide 
range of community groups, 
projects and initiatives 
to provide direct funding, 

business support and 
volunteering.  It has also 
provided space in the Whitgift 
and Centrale shopping 
centres for enterprising 
initiatives and start-up 
businesses. 

 The Partnership champions 
local business initiatives 
such as the Croydon Pop-
Up Business School, where 
200 businesses showcase 
their ideas and have access 
to skilled industry experts.  
Funding is also provided to 


