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Like everyone else, I support 100% the refurbishment of Fairfield 

Halls but I think the decision to close it completely for two years is 

wrong. 

 

The plans are still far too airy fairy, financially risky and the plans we 

have heard about, raise far more questions than giving any answers 

at all.  

 

As it stands:  

 

- There is no planning consent in place 

- No detailed design proposal 

- Insufficient finance to complete the works 

- No timetabled construction plan 

- No clear idea of the new operator model 

 

So how on earth it can be announced that Fairfield will re-open in 

two years beggars belief. 

 

 

It’s all a massive gamble with Croydon council tax payers hard earned 

money. And the hefty price being paid is; 

 

 The loss of jobs – those employed and the loyal corps of 

volunteers 

 The loss of Fairfield staff professional expertise 



 Loss of facility for our community groups to use and charities to 

fun raise 

 

And the  

 

 Loss of opportunity for the hundreds of children who perform 

there every year, singing, dancing and playing in our orchestras, 

through the fantastic organisations like Croydon Dance 

Association and Croydon Music & Arts  

 

This Council was working on a phased refurbishment right up until 

last year. It had and still has great merit. 

 

We are told that there are complexity and construction risks to 

phasing but we have not been allowed to see the details of these 

concerns as the Mott MacDonald report is still mysteriously being 

kept under wraps! 

 

But many schemes are safely worked around live buildings and it just 

a question of designing an events programme around the phasing. 

 

Look at the advantages 

 

 Keeping Fairfield’s doors open keeps the public and their 

money coming in 

 It retains the professional expertise which we would be mad 

not to use in the full design 

 It negates any concerns about re-opening costs 

 

 It means we keep Fairfield open without having to worry quite 

so much that the developer’s money actually does come in 

 



 Gives the best opportunities to manage any construction and 

/or finance hiccups along the way. 

 

And crucially: 

 

 It protects jobs that otherwise will just go 

 

 

 And it allows continued use by local community groups, 

charities, schools and our music and dance students 

 

Without Fairfield they will be homeless and there are no guarantees 

if and when they can return and make their valuable contribution to 

culture in Croydon. 

 

 

 

I support this petition and call for a full review of the decision to 

close Fairfield this July and to go back to the original plan for a 

phased refurbishment. 
 


