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CROYDON TUC CROYDON ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENT FORUM 

FAIRNESS COMMISSION INTERIM REPORT 

Introduction 

The Forum met on 30 November and discussed the Commission’s interim report. It was 

understood that the content of the report was based on evidence received and views expressed 

at meetings and therefore in the absence of submissions from environment groups this was not a 

major issue addressed in the report. 

The Forum considers that the environmental challenges facing Croydon will have serious 

consequences for the population over the coming years. There are interlinks with the major 

concerns of the Commission about the danger of existing and growing inequalities, social 

exclusion and isolation, and the need to improve health and well-being. 

The Context 

The Croydon Assembly recognises that climate change is a global problem that has the potential 

for catastrophic effects on the people and life on the planet. There has recently been publicity 

given to highlight the scientific evidence that shows increases in the rate of the negative effects 

of climate change. 

Since the beginning of the industrial age average temperatures have increased, within the next 

year the Meteorological Office expects it to be 1 degree Celsius higher than that at the 

beginning of the industrial age; this is half the way to an arbitrary target of two degrees. (This is 

the level that has been considered to be a level at which the worst effects of warming would be 

felt) however for every rise, no matter how small the likely occurrence of extremes to climate 

becomes a greater risk. According to the World meteorological office carbon dioxide levels have 

increased by over 40% since the beginning of the industrial age and greenhouse emissions 

continue to reach new records every year. WMO secretary-general Michel Jarraud said:  

"It means hotter global temperatures, more extreme weather events like 

heatwaves and floods, melting ice, rising sea levels and increased acidity of the 

oceans." This is happening now and we are moving into uncharted territory at a 

frightening speed." 

(https://www.wmo.int/media/content/greenhouse-gas-concentrations-hit-yet-another-

record)  

One key element must be that actions carried out by individuals, business and governments are 

as far as possible environmentally sound and ensure sustainability.  This of course is an action 

that has wide implications to all aspects of life and as such needs to be taken into consideration 

in all aspects of life.  

The Need for Action in Croydon 

Action is required at all levels locally, nationally and internationally, Some objectives will be at 

local level to deal with the rapid redevelopment of Croydon but in doing so the Forum recognises 

that wider campaigning will most likely be required.   

The Forum suggests that in setting out a vision for Croydon for the next 5 years, the Commission 

should make the greening of the Borough a central aim. The Forum welcomes the emphasis that 

the Commission puts on the need to increase citizens’ activism, mainly in connection with 

campaigning for the London Living Wage. The Forum considers that encouraging citizens’ action 

on climate change, biodiversity, sustainability and greening is also essential. It hopes that the 

https://www.wmo.int/media/content/greenhouse-gas-concentrations-hit-yet-another-record
https://www.wmo.int/media/content/greenhouse-gas-concentrations-hit-yet-another-record


2 

 

Commission will feel about to endorse this. The Forum also suggests that the Commission should 

make it clear that while very valuable ‘volunteering’ is not the same as ‘citizens’ activism’. 

Sustainable Development 

Given the amount of development taking place in Croydon now and in the coming 10 years and 

beyond, it is an ideal opportunity to establish and embed truly sustainable objectives into the 

development of projects in the town. This will require genuine community involvement in the 

development of Croydon and its infrastructure. As part of this strategy a minimum of 20 places 

should be allocated to community organisations for Develop Croydon Forum conferences. 

The Forum is particularly concerned about the Council being forced to try and ensure that 

31,500 new homes are provided, and whether these will genuinely meet local needs or simply 

increase inequalities. It is also concerned about how these are to be provided without putting 

enormous stresses on transport and services and the quality of the environment, on eroding 

green spaces, especially in the North where there is a shortage, and on increasing air pollution, 

especially through increasing car congestion. These stresses are already taking their toll on the 

health and well-being of residents.  

Biodiversity and green spaces 

The Council’s Local Plan sets out a strong case for the importance of protecting and promoting 

biodiversity and protecting all kinds of green space.  

 The borough’s natural wildlife heritage, including individual species of particular interest 
or scarcity, is not confined to the designated Sites of Nature Conservation Importance. 
Backland and other small open spaces, ponds, streams, back gardens, hedgerows, trees, 
unimproved grassland, heathland or ‘wasteland’ habitats can be important support for 
the borough’s biodiversity and enable people to access and enjoy nature.’ (para 9.24) 

 ‘Creating a patchwork of flower-rich meadows, field edges and flowery road verges, and 
extending this into urban gardens, parks and open spaces, would assist bees and other 
pollinating insects and could reverse their decline. (para 9.25) 

This links in with the health and well-being agenda. The Forum hopes that the Commission will 

be able to develop its thinking on health and well-being by showing the importance inter-links 

with biodiversity and green spaces. 

Air quality  

With the increase in construction work and new schools the intensity of the traffic both through 

and local, and concerns over  the use of diesel fuelled engines, it is imperative that effective 

monitoring takes place to ensure ‘safe’ levels are achieved and maintained. The Forum is 

concerned about proposals to build primary and secondary schools along main roads e.g. London 

Rd, with no guarantee that state of the art air filtering technology will be installed. There is 

therefore a risk to pupils’ health. Last year a House of Commons Committee recommended that 

no new schools should be sited on main roads, and that existing schools be fitted with the 

appropriate technology. The Forum suggests that even though the Council is effectively forced 

under the Academy and Free School schemes to allow the development of new schools on main 

roads, the Commission should point out the dangers and recommend that the Council lobby to 

have a ban on new schools on main roads.  

Renewable Energy  

There needs to be an increase of all forms of renewable energy in the Borough on all types of 

building. An increase in the use of sustainable technology should be included in the building 

plans. All new and refurbished buildings should use building-integrated renewable energy 
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sources. There also needs to be adequate funding for installing insulation in existing buildings 

and for energy production. 

The Forum is concerned that the Council’s aim to have a district heating grid is as yet 

unrealisable especially given its failure to require the proposed Whitgift Centre redevelopment 

scheme to provide the start, and simply require its energy system to be able to be interlinked to 

any future district heating grid. The Forum suggests that the Commission should back the urgent 

need for Council action to get the gird started given the large number of development schemes 

that are planned. 

Recycling and re-use 

There needs to be an increase in Croydon of recycling and re-use. Croydon should become an 

exemplar, achieving a 75% recycling rate for both business and domestic waste by 2020. This will 

show responsibility of citizens and businesses and ensure a reduction in burden to other 

communities. 

The Forum is concerned that the decision of the Council to end the free garden recycling waste 

collection this year, and the possibility of either a paid or no service from next year, will lead to 

an increase in illegal fly-tipping and in back garden bonfires which will add to air pollution. If 

there is an increase in fly-tipping then that will increase the cost of clearing it away, so the 

project savings of ending the free collection service will be reduced. 

Waste 

The planned Beddington Incinerator in Sutton will push out pollution smoke plumes that will 

come across Croydon especially over the Waddon area, where the Council envisages many of the 

new homes will need to the located. Air quality monitoring needs to be substantially increased 

to monitor the toxicity and other potential health hazards from the incinerator output and its 

associated increased traffic levels. The Forum strongly considers that Croydon Council should 

pull out of the South London waste partnership which approved the Beddington incinerator, and 

seek a less dangerous and more sustainable solution to handling the waste it collects. While the 

Forum appreciates that the Commission may feel unable to make such a recommendation in 

terms of its concerns about health it should be able to endorse the need for improved 

monitoring. 

Fracking 

Fracking for trapped gas underground would have many negative effects if carried out in 

Croydon. It continues the over dependence on fossil-fuels, it could pollute the water table and 

could cause subsidence and damage to properties. Croydon Council should reject all licence 

applications both now and in the future, including those for exploration. 

Airports and public transport  

There should be an end to airport expansion including Gatwick and Heathrow, as this will 

adversely affect the environment.  

A drastic increase in investment in public transport is required. Ideally the Assembly would like 

to see  public transport returned to public ownership.  

In terms of the Commission’s concerns about inequalities and social exclusion more attention is 

needed to the quality and frequency of bus services which so many Croydonians on low incomes 

are dependent on, including the elderly and disabled people, mothers with children, and 

members of black and ethnic minority communities. 

Safer Cycling  
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The Forum is concerned to note that the level of cycling in Croydon is very low. However, with 

the nature of the main roads and the traffic on them it is understandable why people are not 

willing to risk their safety in terms of the potential for accidents and also their health through 

the air pollution along those roads. 

Road infrastructure for cycling must be dramatically improved borough-wide. The cost can be 

offset by reduced use of the NHS, emergency services and sick leave and well as less traffic 

congestion. Amongst the benefits are improved health and wellbeing and are beneficial to 

individuals and family life as well as the economy. There is also a need from cycling training 

available to all schools and adults. 

Schools 

The Commission rightly puts emphasis on the need for more attention in schools to issues linked 

to inequalities, social exclusion and isolation, and the need to support reliance, development 

and well being. The Forum suggests that the Commission’s aims would be strengthened if there 

was more support to schools to ensure that green issues are integrated into curriculum delivery, 

the development of gardening  and other outdoor activities. 
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