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Life stories - Non Fiction

Allan Charles Wilmot’s Memoirs are a must read, as they contain a summary of 
his life in 1920s Kingston, Jamaica and his volunteering in 1941 for service in 
the Royal Navy during WWII. He resigned from RN in 1943 and volunteered 
for service in the Royal Air Force’s air-sea rescue unit. After WWII ended 
in 1945, Allan was demobbed in 1946 to Jamaica, but after a year on the 
island he was back in London, England. There he had a number of jobs before 
joining a male singing quartet that dominated the music scene in Britain and 
Europe during the 1950s and 1960s.

His group The Southlanders were no strangers to London’s Abbey Road 
Studios where record producers like George Martin (now Sir George) worked
with them to create top 10 hits for the group during the 1950s/60s. This was 
not to last as modern popular groups like the Beatles, Rolling Stones, Cliff 
Richard and the Shadows came along and changed the face of popular music.

In 1974, Allan left The Southlanders and found a job at the Post Office 
Telecommunications Department. After retiring in 1990, he has been an active 
member of the West Indian Ex-Services Association (now the West Indian 
Association of Service Personnel). Allan will be 90 years of age in August 
2015, having made a significant contribution to modern Britain.  

Allan’s  Memoirs  are timely, and an inspirational 
reminder of the landscape through which Black 
Britons have travelled, and the challenges still ahead. 
His military exploits parallel the loyal and largely 
overlooked service of countless other soldiers of 
the British Empire.  Allan’s experiences in post-war 
Britain are about hardships and hostilities, but tell 
also  of the successes of a remarkable individual. 
Yvette McDonald, Founder of JustBe Organisation
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