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Opening hours:
Monday, Friday and Saturday: 9am-5pm 
Tuesday and Wednesday: 9am-8pm  
Thursday and Sunday: Closed  
020 7223 2334 - select option 2 
Email: heritage@gll.org

First World War Centenary 
As part of a borough-wide commemoration we launched a blog in July 2014 looking 
at the life of the borough – during the First World War.

ww1wandsworth.wordpress.com

Follow us on Twitter @ww1wandsworth for updates on the project.

East Surrey Regiment on bridge over the Wandle, 1915

Heritage Wandsworth was established in 2010 to bring together organisations with 
an interest in the history, natural heritage and built environment of Wandsworth.  
Heritage Wandsworth has been heavily involved in the planning of the Heritage 
Festival and in encouraging new activities which celebrate and promote the heritage 
of the borough.

For more details please contact wandsworth.libraries@gll.org 

The local history and archives collection is located in the Wandsworth Heritage 
Service on the first floor of Battersea Library. The search room is open for visitors. 
Heritage staff can provide help with enquiries on local and family history. A wide 
range of material is available – from books and local newspapers on microfilm, to 
maps, original archives and photographs. To view archive material please try to let 
staff know in advance, as it is not always possible to retrieve material on the day.

www.better.org.uk/libraries/wandsworth-heritage-service 
View the archive catalogue: www.calmview.eu/wandsworth/calmview

Donations to the archives are welcome; particularly any material which illustrates or 
relates to the very diverse communities, within Wandsworth.

HERITAGE WANDSWORTH 

WANDSWORTH HERITAGE SERVICE 
Huguenot Place, Wandsworth decorated for the coronation of Edward VII, 1902

All images in this programme are courtesy of Wandsworth Heritage Service unless otherwise stated.
Front cover: Embankment Wharf, Putney c1890s

Historic Images Collection 
Over 3000 of our historic images are now available for sale as high quality prints in 
a range of sizes.  Visit: www.boroughphotos.org/wandsworth to search or browse 
the collection.
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Talks from 11.30am will include:
Bringing a war memorial to life
Geoff Simmons of the Summerstown 182 
project will tell the story of how researching 
the people behind the names on a WW1 
memorial has brought history to life for this 
local community.

Living Wandle Landscape Partnership
Programme Manager Rebecca Watts will 
talk about how this Heritage Lottery funded 
project is involving local people in a range 
of projects and activities, which celebrate 
the River Wandle’s rich cultural, religious 
and industrial heritage. The Building 

‘Sunset on the Wandle’ by J.E. Nicholls, 1860-1 (from Wandsworth Museum’s collection)

WANDSWORTH HERITAGE   
   FESTIVAL OPEN DAY
Saturday 23rd May 11am-4.30pm
Wandsworth Town Library
Come and meet your local societies, find out about current heritage projects and 
listen to talks on a range of subjects. All events are FREE - no need to book.

We would love you to come for the whole day, but should you require specific start 
times for the talks taking place you will find them on our website:
www.better.org.uk/areas/wandsworth/news

If you would like to take part in the Open Day by representing a local community or 
voluntary group promoting a local history project, please contact: heritage@gll.org

Tooting Common Heritage Project
Wandsworth Council has been awarded 
development funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to explore the cultural and 
natural heritage of Tooting Common. Come 
and find out how the plans are developing 
to unravel the mysteries of this historic  
open space.

Great Ward Poetry
Simon McNeill-Ritchie will talk about WW1 
poetry written by – the wounded men and 
nurses at the 3rd London General Hospital 
on Wandsworth Common. The poems 
challenge the popular conception of the 
war as pointless.

Keeping the Lights Burning
Mike Grahn will tell the human story
of how Wandsworth’s gas mantle 
industry was affected by WW1, drawing
on archives from Wandsworth Heritage
Service’s collection.

Decorated ward at 3rd London General Hospital, 1914-18

Veritas Gas Mantle Works, Garratt Lane, undated.

Exploratory will be describing some of the 
Wandle’s Lost Treasures that have recently 
been discovered by local volunteers.
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History walk of North Battersea 
Sunday 24th & 31st May - 11am
A 1.5 mile informal walk from The Latchmere 
pub to Battersea Arts Centre, looking at 
housing styles and types, local historic 
events and individuals. Discover street scenes 
which are unknown even to long-established 
residents. 
• Meet at 11am diagonally opposite The 
Latchmere pub (junction of Battersea Park
Road and Battersea Bridge Road)
• £10  • Booking essential
• Contact: tonybelton@btconnect.com to   
 book your place

Guided tours of Henry Tate Gardens, Streatham 
Sunday 24th May - Tours begin at 2pm & 3pm
Organised by the Streatham Society 
An opportunity to hear about the history of the site, view the Grade II* listed mansion 
(exterior only) and explore the historic garden with its Grade II listed garden features. 
The house, called Park Hill, was built in 1829 by the Leaf family and lived in by Henry 
Tate from 1880 who added a picture gallery to display his art collection.
• Meet at the lodge gates, Henry Tate Mews, Streatham Common North, near to  
 Leigham Court Road. Buses 249 and 417 pass near by the entrance.
• FREE  • No booking required

Hunting for Heritage - A family trail around Battersea 
Tuesday 26th & Wednesday 27th May - 2-4pm
Organised by Wandsworth Museum
Armed with a handy booklet and on the look-out for clues, families will discover the 
secrets of Battersea’s past through exploration of the built environment.
Pick trails up from Battersea Arts Centre from 2pm. Finish between 3.30-4.30pm to 
claim a prize back at base.
Battersea Arts Centre, Lavender Hill SW11 5TN
• Trail is suitable for families with children aged 7+
• The trail can be started anytime between 2-3pm and solutions must be completed
 by 4.30pm
• FREE • No booking required

A walk around Nightingale Lane 
Wednesday 27th May - 6.30pm
Organised by the Clapham Society
Nightingale Lane, a long established thoroughfare, has a great variety of 19th and 
20th century domestic and commercial architecture including some of the best 
buildings in Wandsworth. The walk illustrates the way in which areas of London were 
developed piecemeal over a period of time.
• Meet at Clapham South tube station
• FREE  • No booking required.

Clapham Common bandstand, c1912

The Latchmere pub, 1890

St. Michael’s Convent, Streatham Common (formerly Park Hill), undated.
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Summerstown 182 Guided Walks 
Saturday 23rd May - 2pm (Earlsfield section) 
Saturday 6th June - 2pm (Tooting section)

These walks explore significant locations relating to the 182 men named on the war 
memorial in St. Mary’s Church, Summerstown, who lost their lives in WW1. The walk 
is split into two parts, a north section (Earlsfield) and a south section (Tooting) and 
both walks conclude with a viewing of the memorial in St. Mary’s Church. 
• Meet outside St. Mary’s Church, Keble Street SW17 
• FREE • Booking not required

For more information about the Summerstown 182 project see the website:  
www.summerstown182.wordpress.com 

Wandsworth Common War Memorial walk 
Saturday 30th May - 2.30pm

A guided walk by Margaret Bell, from Wandsworth Prison to St. Mary Magdalene 
Church via the ‘Toastrack’, looking at local connections with those on the parish’s 
WW1 Memorial. 
• Meet outside Wandsworth Prison Museum, Heathfield Road SW18 (in the North 
carpark, to the right of the main gate) 
• A collection will be taken (proceeds to the maintenance of the War Memorial)  
• No booking required

WW1 MEMORIAL WALKS

The Corner Pin, Summerstown 1916.  
Photograph courtesy of Lesley Martin.

Poetry from the archives 
Tuesday 26th May - 7pm
Join University of Roehampton Professor of Poetry Fiona Sampson and Professor of 
Creative Writing David Harsent to launch a series of poems based on the archives 
held by Wandsworth Heritage Service.
• Southfields Library
• FREE • No booking required

The Great Houses of Putney 
Wednesday 27th May - 7pm
This illustrated talk by Dorian Gerhold will examine the mansions and villas which were 
an important feature of Putney from the 15th-19th centuries. Usually belonging to 
wealthy Londoners, both the buildings and their occupiers tell a story of a Putney that 
is gone. Dorian Gerhold was the editor of Putney and Roehampton Past and has written 
other books about the history of Putney and Wandsworth.
• Putney Library
• FREE  • No booking required

Hidden history of Putney Library 
Thursday 28th May - 11am 
Thursday 4th June - 6.30pm
A look behind the scenes at Putney Library, built in 1898-99 and extended 1996-98. 
This guided tour includes visits to staff areas and store-rooms, with a description of the 
origins and history of the building.
• Putney Library
• Duration of tour approx. 1 hour
• FREE but please book in advance at Putney Library 020 8780 3085

Fairfax House, Putney High Street, undated.
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The Wandle and London’s lost rivers 
Thursday 28th May - 7pm
London’s river is the Thames, but forgotten 
rivers snake throughout the capital. Some, 
like the Wandle, are above ground, but rivers 
such as the Fleet are buried. By tracing their 
courses we can dive beneath the surface of 
London’s history. Tom Bolton is the author 
of London’s Lost Rivers and Vanished City.
• Putney Library
• FREE  • No booking required.

 
Made by Morris - with a little help from his friends
Thursday 28th May - 7pm for 7.30pm

Organised by The Putney Society 
This open meeting will be held in the listed All Saints Church, 
a Victorian gem on Putney Lower Common (the stained glass 
windows by Burne-Jones are special). The speaker, Pete Smith 
from the William Morris Society, will tell us all about Morris 
and his influence on art and design.

• All Saints Church, Putney Lower Common SW15
• £3 charge on the door  • No booking required.

The Wandle weir, c1925

Earlsfield Station, Garratt Lane, c1900

Archaeology and local history on Earlsfield’s doorstep - a family drop in session 
Saturday 30th May - 11am-2pm

Organised by the Wandsworth Historical Society
Discover the history of the borough where you live using historic maps and by handling 
and identifying archaeological objects such as Roman pottery. Bring along anything 
interesting you have found in the ground!
• Earlsfield Library
• FREE • No booking required

Tracing the history of your house 
Monday 1st June - 6.30pm

A workshop looking at how to find out more about the 
history of your house.  Using records from the archives, 
Wandsworth Heritage Service will explain what you can 
discover and how.

• Wandsworth Heritage Service    
  Search Room, First floor, Battersea Library 
• FREE  
• Booking essential as places are limited:  
 heritage@gll.org or 020 7223 2334

Why not explore some of the River Wandle's paths and heritage by taking a 
long walk or a short stroll along its banks. Download The Wandle Trail Map 
and Guide here: www.wandle.org/thewandle/thewandletrail.html
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A guided tour of Streatham Cemetery 
Sunday 31st May - 2pm

The Short Brothers
Tuesday 2nd June - 7 for 7.30pm
Organised by the Battersea Society 
An illustrated talk by Gordon Bruce, the former company secretary, about the Short 
Brothers of Battersea, famous aviation engineers who set up a factory, under the 
railway arches. There they built the first powered aeroplane in 1909, becoming the 
UK’s first aircraft manufacturers.  
• St Mary’s Parish Church Battersea Church Road SW11 3NA 
• £5 charge on the door • No booking required.

Marcus Bloom: Battersea cinema manager  
and wartime secret agent.
Wednesday 3rd June - 7pm 

Join military historian Paul McCue as he talks about this 
Battersea cinema manager who became an SOE agent 
during WWII. Bloom was sent to the south of France by 
small boat before being captured and deported to Germany. 
• Battersea Library• FREE • Booking essential as places are 
limited -  email: whatson@wandsworth.gov.uk quoting ‘Paul 
McCue talk’ in the subject title.

Be-2 biplane on Wimbledon Common, 1914-18

Entrance gates of Streatham Cemetery, Garratt Lane, undated.

Bygone Streatham: A lost corner of 
Wandsworth 
Monday 1st June - 7.45 for 8pm
Organised by the Streatham Society
In this illustrated talk, local historian 
and Society archivist, John Brown, will 
compare the present day of Streatham in 
Lambeth, with the Edwardian Streatham 
in Wandsworth.
• Woodlawns Centre, 16 Leigham Court 
Road, Streatham SW16 2PJ (5mins walk 
from Streatham Hill Station) 
• FREE  • No booking required.

Organised by the Tooting History 
Group

In association with the Friends of 
Streatham Cemetery, Rex Osborn 
will lead this walk around Streatham 
Cemetery taking in its history, its 
chapels and discussing the lives of 
some of the people buried there.  
• Meet at 2pm just inside the entrance 
to the cemetery on Garratt Lane, 

Faces from our past  
Thursday 4th June - 7.45 for 8pm 
Organised by the Wandsworth Historical Society
Neil Robson, editor of the Wandsworth Historian, selects 
some of the best images of Wandsworth and Putney 
from the Wandsworth Historical Society’s Research 
Collection and talks about the stories they have to tell. 
• Putney Library • £5 • No booking required.

Tooting. 
• £5 charge (proceeds to the Tooting History Group) 
• No booking required. 

Risen from the ashes - Open day at 
Streatham’s Parish Church
Saturday 30th May - 11am - 4pm
Organised by the Streatham Society
40 years ago, in 1975, a fire completely 
gutted Streatham’s ancient parish 
church leaving only the walls standing. 
This open day provides an opportunity 
for the public to visit parts of the 
restored church not normally accessible, 
such as the Bell Tower of c1350 and the 
19th century Crypt. Come and see an 
exhibition and take a tour of the oldest 
structure in Streatham.
•  St. Leonard’s Church, junction of 
Streatham High Road and Tooting Bec 
Gardens, Streatham SW16
• FREE  • No booking required

St. Leonard’s Church, Streatham. Lithograph by J. Shaw, c1845

Holiday-maker on Putney 
Common, Whitsun, 1893 
(courtesy of Wandsworth 
Historical Society)
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Historic walk around the Grove House Estate, Froebel College
Thursday 4th June - 2pm
Organised by the University of Roehampton
Froebel College is a constituent College of the University of Roehampton; the College 
purchased Grove House, Roehampton, in 1921. Within the grounds of this charming 
Georgian house are delightful follies, a lake, a Mausoleum and an ice house. The 
fascinating stories behind these historic monuments will be revealed during a walking 
tour of the grounds.
•Froebel College, University of Roehampton, Roehampton Lane SW15 5PJ
• Meet in the main entrance of Grove House, at the junction of Clarence Lane and  
 Roehampton Lane.
• Tour duration approx. 90 mins.
• FREE • Booking essential: 020 8392 3514 or gilly.king@roehampton.ac.uk

Plots, plans and goings on beneath London
Thursday 4th June - 7.45 for 8pm
Organised by the Wandsworth Society
Come to this illustrated talk about the things that have happened beneath the city 
 and how they have affected our life today. Our speaker is Michelle Welbourn, Learning 
Programme Co-ordinator for Wandsworth Museum.
• West Side Church, Melody Road,  SW18 2QQ
• FREE  • No booking required.

Gothic tunnel under Roehampton Lane, 1957. Copyright: LCC.

Lavender Hill, London SW11 5TN
www.bac.org.uk 
020 7223 2223
The building was opened in 1893 
as Battersea Town Hall and has 
subsequently been home to Battersea 
Arts Centre for over 30 years. In March 
of this year, the Grand Hall space was 
severely damaged by a fire but thanks to 
the extraordinary work of the firefighters, 
the front half of the building is still 
very much up and running and open to 
the public. BAC is the new home of the 
Wandsworth Museum. You are invited 
and encouraged to show your support 
and visit the building at this challenging 
but  exciting time. 

Saturday 6th June

Tours of the old Battersea Town Hall
1pm & 3pm
Join us on a guided tour to learn more 
about the building’s fascinating radical 
history and discover how things are 
changing at BAC in the aftermath of the 
fire that destroyed the Grand Hall in March 
this year. 
• Duration of tour approx. 1 hour
• FREE 
• Places are limited so please book in 
advance to avoid disappointment at  
www.bac.org.uk or 020 7223 2223

WW2 evacuees in Wandsworth
Drop in between 11am - 5pm
A collaboration between the University of 
the Third Age and BAC
Since January, the Wandsworth U3A group 
have been taking part in a project at BAC, 
working with schoolchildren and artists 

‘Meals on Wheels’ delivery vans outside Battersea Town Hall,  
c1950s

BATTERSEA ARTS CENTRE

and meeting local residents who were 
evacuated during WW2. Drop in to hear 
the stories they have uncovered. If you 
were an evacuee please come and share 
your experiences with us!
Nine Elms Past and Present:
Oral History Day - 11am - 5pm
Chocolate Films is holding an Oral History 
Collection Day at BAC to discover the 
hidden stories of family life in 1970s and 
1980s Battersea and Nine Elms, paying 
particular attention to recording memories 
of local working class people. 

They would like to invite members of 
the public to share their own stories and 
photographs, which will be recorded and 
digitised for a new oral history collection 
and exhibition in association with 
Wandsworth Museum. This project is 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

For access requirements or other queries 
relating to events at BAC please contact 
Jessie Wyld on 020 7326 8273
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Historical Tour of Emanuel School and its Grounds
Saturday 6th June - 9am & 10.30am
The Emanuel School Archivist will take you on a guided tour of the buildings, interiors 
and grounds which will whisk you back to the days of when it was a boarding school 
and orphanage. The School Archive will also be open with a war themed display which 
was premiered in November 2014 in a major school exhibition.
• Emanuel School, Battersea Rise SW11 1HS
• Meet in Emanuel School Library, beyond the main reception.
• Tour duration approx. 75 mins • FREE 
• Max. 30 per tour so booking essential:  trj@emanuel.org.uk 

Scanning the Past
Saturday 6th June - 10am-2pm
Organised by Tooting History Group
Bring along your old photographs, newspaper cuttings and mementoes of Tooting’s 
past. Members of Tooting History Group will scan them to add to the digital archive of 
the area. We are especially interested in any pictures of Tooting Common.
• Tooting Library - drop-in session

The boating lake,Tooting Bec Common, c1925

A walk in Battersea
Sunday 7th June - 2pm
Organised by the Battersea Society
This is a continuation of a Battersea walk which took place in June 2014. It will 
start at the parish church and proceed along Vicarage Crescent and beyond.  
Again led by Rex Osborn who will reveal some notable sites, stories and characters 
from Battersea’s past.
• Meet at St. Mary’s Parish Churchyard on the Thames Path  
(off Battersea Church Road) SW11 5NA
• £5 charge (proceeds to the Battersea Society) 
• No booking required

‘St. Mary’s Church from the river’ by E.J.C. 1888 (from Wandsworth Museum’s collection)

Battersea Ghost Cinemas 
Saturday 6th June - 7-9pm
Organised by Cinematic Geographies of Battersea in collaboration with Wandsworth 
Heritage Service
This event will launch an iPhone app that allows the user to discover Battersea’s rich 
cinematic history through a film clip media player, an audio guide, and a navigational 
puzzle - all rolled into one. There will be refreshments and a free screening of a mystery 
Battersea film.
• Venue to be announced - please check the website for details:  
www.better.org.uk/areas/wandsworth/news 
• FREE • No booking required

Boundaries in and around Balham
Sunday 7th June - 2.30pm
Organised by the Balham Society
A walk, conducted by John Rattray, 
around the St James’s Drive area, 
including a railway station, three 
churches and the site of the former 
St James’s Hospital. We will follow 
some of the area’s historical 
boundaries. 
• Meet at Wandsworth Common   
Station (Jaggard Way entrance)
• A collection will be taken (proceeds 
to the Balham Society)
• No booking required

Wandsworth Common outside the station, c1910
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Balham Library
16 Ramsden Road, SW12 8QY
(020) 8673 1129

Battersea Library
265 Lavender Hill, SW11 1JB
(020) 7223 2334

Battersea Park Library
309 Battersea Park Road, SW11 4NF
(020) 7720 4122

Earlsfield Library
276 Magdalen Road, SW18 3NY
(020) 8946 2088

Northcote Library
155e Northcote Road, SW11 6QB
(020 ) 7223 2336

Putney Library
5/7 Disraeli Road. SW15 2DR
(020) 8780 3085

Roehampton Library
2 Danebury Avenue, SW15 4HD
(020) 8246 6979

Southfields Library
300 Wimbledon Park Road, SW19 6NL 
(020) 8780 1945

Tooting Library
75 Mitcham Road, SW17 9PD
(020) 8767 0543

Wandsworth Town Library
11 Garratt Lane, SW18 4AQ
(020) 8877 1742

York Gardens Library
34 Lavender Road, SW11 2UG
(020) 7223 2341

Email: wandsworth.libraries@gll.org

LIBRARIES

Blacksmith’s shop on Bennerley Road, Battersea, c1914

Around Furzedown
Sunday 7th June - 2.30pm
Organised by the Streatham Society
A walk around Furzedown and Streatham Park led by historian Helen Long, looking
at places of interest and discovering some of the well-known people connected
with them.
Meet at Furzedown pub, Mitcham Lane (corner of Thrale Road) SW16 6NR
• FREE  • No booking required

Furzedown tennis courts, c1925

Wandsworth Borough’s commemorative Green Plaques are mounted at sites of local 
historical importance or at the residences of notable past residents and are chosen by 
members of Heritage Wandsworth. The Wandsworth green plaques complement the 
existing English Heritage ‘Blue Plaques’. Details of all the Green Plaques are on the 
Wandsworth Council website: www.wandsworth.gov.uk/heritage

Further suggestions for Green Plaques are welcome and will be considered by the 
panel. Please send details to: libraries.administration@gll.org 

GREEN PLAQUES 
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GLL aims to ensure that the information provided is correct at the time of going to print but there may be unavoidable last minute changes 
in events.  Any changes will be posted in libraries and on our website, please visit www.better.org.uk. Better is a registered trademark of GLL 
(Greenwich Leisure Limited), a charitable social enterprise. Registered office: Middlegate House, The Royal Arsenal, London,  SE18 6SX. IPS 
No: 27793, Inland Revenue Charity No: XR43398


